Academic Computer Users Committee

Minutes from Thursday, Dec. 5, 2002

1. Attendance: Greg Colf (BUS and chair), Glen Pryor (Associate VP), Matt Schmidt (AST), David Tufte (BUS), Jerry Bowler (EDU) (Proxy for David Lund), Pat Matteson (HSS and vice chair), Earl Mulderink (HSS), Ben Sowards (PVA), Mikhail Bouniaev (SCI), Idir Azouz (SCI), Jeff Orton (student, BUS), Wendy Milam (student, PVA).

Not Attending:  David Ward (AST), Jeff Barnes (Secretary, BUS, Lou Workman (Continuing Ed.); Grant Hilgenkamp (PVA), Cindy Mitchell (Admin.), Aaron Jensen (student, Pres. Pro-Tem), Matt Roper (student, SCI), Chris Crawford (student, SAST)

2. Approval of September 2002 Minutes:
No September minutes were available; therefore approval of September minutes was postponed a third time.
Approval of November 2002 minutes:  Jerry motioned to approve. Passed unanimously. 

3. New Secretary elected: Pat nominated Ben and Jerry seconded the nomination.  The committee unanimously elected Ben. No abstentions.

4. IT Report. Glen

a) provided a very helpful handout, “Fee Scenarios” that outlines “realistically” the total monies for computer upgrades from student fees in potential increments of $10 from $10-$60.  Both students, Jeff and Adrienne said a $10 year increase ($5/semester) in student fees for computers is “reasonable.” Glen said he would look into whether computer fees might be rolled into tuition costs (thus be coverable under financial aid) , rather than staying as a part of student fees. Also, the new Freshman Competency requirements will require more computer coverage for students, and thus raise new costs.

Related Action Item: Earl motioned for the committee to recommend a minimum of a $10 student fee increase for this coming AY 2003-04. Pat seconded. Motion passed with 13 for, and one against. Greg will draft a letter to the Provost articulating this recommendation. 


b) noted the new student computer survey  will be completed and tabulated by January 6, and will be available on the SUU Web 

c) said he would check our peer institutions’ average computer replacement cycles to compare with SUU’s which in general now is a 4.7 to 5 year cycle. He guessed that most peer institutions cycle their computers at 3-4 years. Glen’s ideal would be to have SUU on a 3-year cycle.

5. Other:  All agreed on the importance of educating student members of the committee about the necessity of their attendance at our meetings—either in person or by a previously announced proxy.  Only two students—out of six—attended today, but one departed halfway through, leaving a single student to deal with a vote near the end of the meeting concerning the student fee increase. Greg will personally contact all six students before the next meeting on this point. 

6. Next Meeting: Thursday, January 9, 2003, 4 p.m., ELC 405. 

7. Adjourn:  5:10 p.m..
