January 14, 2009


Senator Dennis Stowell
PO Box 796
Parowan, Utah 84761


Dear Senator Stowell,

As you prepare for the 2009 Legislative Session, I would like to extend my thanks and appreciation for your hard work and commitment to the people of Southern Utah. Undoubtedly, this legislative session presents you and your colleagues with circumstances that will be difficult to address. The State’s economy has slowed significantly and created challenging times for many in our community. I feel it is important that you remember the importance of higher education as you consider the State’s options for balancing the budget.

Historically, when economic times have been difficult many individuals find it advantageous to return to colleges and universities to seek retraining and additional education to improve their skills. In this sense, Southern Utah University will be indispensible to the State’s future economic health. Moreover, SUU has continued to experience enrollment growth and by significantly reducing budgets in higher education, our people will have fewer resources to provide an educational experience that our students have come to expect. This expectation of an exceptional education has been built on the foundation of SUU’s staff and faculty. They have committed and invested their time, talent and personal resources to make good on the promise of a higher education. I ask that you encourage all of Utah’s legislators to make the same commitment and investment.

The Legislature can demonstrate its commitment to higher education by limiting its proposed budget cuts for higher education to the recommendations made by Governor Huntsman. I recognize that this will require other State agencies to experience budget reductions they otherwise would not have to, but because higher education is part of the solution to our current difficulties, I am confident that this will have long term economic benefits for Southern Utah and the rest of the State. I also hope that you will provide administrators at Southern Utah University with a great deal of flexibility and latitude in how budget cuts will be applied. With your support and our creativity, I am certain that we can manage this situation and continue to produce results that will serve our students well. 

Sincerely,


John Q Employee
123 N 456 E
Cedar City, UT 84720

johnq@gmail.com 
