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The Facilities Management
team at Southern Utah University,
known for many years as Plant
Operations, has just received its
second straight outstanding score
on a facilities audit by the State of
Utah.

The State of Utah’s Division of
Facilities Construction and
Management (DFCM) recently
completed a Facility Preventive
Maintenance Audit at SUU and
gave the Cedar City campus a 96
percent score.

“Since the last audit there has
been significant improvement at

this campus both in physical
facilities and facility related
programs,” Wayne Smith,
Preventive Maintenance
Coordinator for DFCM, says. He
adds, “Overall, the facility is in
very good condition.

“The facilities planning office…
has developed a state of the art
facility identification system which

is based upon aerial photos and
GPS coordinates…This information
has been disseminated to the fire
department for security and
emergency preparedness. 

“This is the most sophisticated
and comprehensive program for
facility management that I have
seen in the state.”

The Utah Rural Development
Council (URDC) is in the process
of creating a Stewardship Center
that appears to be the first of its
kind in the nation. Scott Truman,
Executive Director of the URDC,
which is based in Cedar City, has
been on a promotion and
education campaign to create
awareness of the newly formed
Center. Truman explains that the
intent of the Stewardship Center
is to work with federal and state
agencies to improve forest and
rangeland health, to improve fish
and wildlife habitat, improve air
and water quality, and to improve

the social and
economic
vitality of rural
communities.

To
accomplish this,
the Center is
working to help
rebuild the

forest products industry in Utah.
The Center was founded to
facilitate stewardship contracting
between local businesses and
National Forests by helping with
bonding issues and clearing
hurdles between businesses and
federal agencies. Truman said one

of the difficulties local businesses
have with stewardship contracting
is that they cannot compete with
larger outfits, and the Center will
help to build capacity among local
businesses.

Stewardship contracting is a
fairly new way of doing business
for federal and management
agencies such as the Forest Service
and the Bureau of Land
Management. Stewardship
contacts focus on forest, woodland,
and rangeland health by
improving fish and wildlife habitat
and reducing wildfire risk, while
enhancing local economies.

Dallas Jones, L, Electrician Foreman, and David Stokes, R, Journeyman Electrician, visit with
other colleagues from the Facilities Management Department as well as from the State of
Utah’s Division of Facilities Construction and Management (DFCM) during a special BBQ
lunch served to the Facilities Management staff in celebration of their excellent performance
rating from the state.
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