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President Steven D. Bennion presents Fred
Adams a citation for outstanding service to
the University and the community.

“...such stuff as

reams

are made on’

- THE TEMPEST

FESTIVAL FOUNDER
FRED ADAMS HAS
A NEW JOB AND A
GRAND VISION

BY SUU PRESIDENT

STEVEN D.

and visionary young

man joined the faculty as an
assistant professor of theatre at
what was then the College of
Southern Utah—now Southern
Utah University. I speak of Fred
C. Adams. Within a year or two,
Fred was “thinking out of the
box” and wondering what could
be done to draw people off the
newly planned I-15 freeway to
stop in Cedar City for awhile.
One day while he and his
beloved companion Barbara were
in “Fluffy’s Laundromat,” an
idea was born: Why not start a
Shakespeare Festival? And soon
the question became a statement
with an exclamation point: Why
not start a Shakespeare Festivall

And that they did, beginning
in 1961 on a shoestring budget
with very modest contributions
but a dream and vision that was
indeed grand. And from these
humble beginnings has emerged

In 1959, a talented, enthusiastic

BENNION

an exciting institution that is
indeed one of the great cultural
treasures of Utah and the West.
People come from far and beyond
to attend the magnificent festival
every year. As we move toward
the celebration of the Utah
Shakespearean Festival’s 45th
anniversary, we find feelings of
both gratitude and wonder of
what has been accomplished. A
salute and tribute to the Festival’s
Founder and Executive Producer is
certainly in order.

After much deliberation
and discussion with Fred, the
USF’s Board of Governors, the
University’s Board of Trustees, and
SUU's administration, Fred has
been appointed the new Executive
Director of the Festival Centre
Project and Founder and Executive
Producer Emeritus of the USF.
The action became official on
January 2, 2006 and R. Scott
Phillips, a longtime leader and
Managing Director of the Festival,

has been appointed Interim
Director.

Fred Adams will be devoting
the vast majority of his time and
energy toward raising funds for
the Festival Centre Project. About
$6 million has been pledged
toward this Centre and its first
major component: The new
Adams Theatre. Another $10 to
$12 million is needed to complete
the new theatre and then other
projects will follow. This will
indeed be a marvelous legacy for
Fred. We wish him the very best
in this ambitious quest as we do
to Scott Phillips, staff, colleagues,
and the Board of Governors for
their continued success as they
move the USF forward. I want
to share portions of a resolution
of appreciation (found on the
Sfollowing page) that was approved
by the University’s Board of
Trustees on December 16th of last
year in tribute to Fred C. Adams.








