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CAMERON BROOKS
Last semester, Assistant 

Director of Career Services 
Cameron Brooks 
received the 
Outstanding 
New Professional 
Award of the Utah 
NASPA—(National 
Association of 
Student Personnel 
Administrators). This award is 
given to an individual who has 
been in student services less 
than five years, but who has 
shown outstanding service to an 
institution of higher education, 
and already provided innovative 
or creative effort within student 
affairs. In just a year’s time at 
SUU, Brooks’ has significantly 
bolstered the Career Fairs 
program and the internship 
program, directly impacting 
students’ careers and livelihood. A 
native of Alberta, Canada, Brooks 
brings more than a dozen years 
of experience in academic and 
business roles.

For more details on this story, 
see www.suu.edu/ad/pr/news/
archives/viewarticle.aspx?id=348

 
TODD PETERSEN

Assistant 
Professor of 
English, Todd 
Petersen just had 
a book published. 
Long After Dark is a collection of 

short stories that takes readers 
through Utah, Arizona, Brazil 
and Rwanda, just to name a few 
settings. Petersen addresses, 
provocatively and with poignancy, 
life situations and the nature of 
humans in dealing with them. 
The captivating stories scrutinize 
the grief of a son over the death 
of his father, a housewife’s 
depression and a particular 
struggle of an unwed teen mother.

For more details on this story, 
see the January 8, 2007, issue of 
The University Journal newspaper 
online at www.suujournal.com 
  
S.S. MOORTY

Professor of 
English literature, 
Dr. S.S. Moorty 
has been selected 
for a Fulbright 
Scholarship 
to Baku Salvic University in 
Azerbaijan to teach senior 
American Literature. Moorty 
has been teaching at SUU since 
1975, specializing in the work of 
F. Scott Fitzgerald, Shakespeare, 
Eastern literatures in translation, 
American Literary Realism and 
Naturalism, the Renaissance, 
and Eastern World View.This 
is Moorty’s third Fulbright 
Scholarship; he served his first 
in an Eastern Europe higher 
education institution in Moldova 
in 1982. In 1989, he served as a 
senior Fulbright lecturer to Sanaa 

University in Yemen. 
For more details on this story, 

see www.suu.edu/ad/pr/news/
viewarticle.aspx?id=370

 
JON SMITH 

Professor of 
Communication, 
Dr. Jon Smith, 
has produced 
the pioneering 
documentary 
Canyoneering the Colorado Plateau, 
a 50-minute video that explores 
the geology, history and fast-
growing popularity of the sport 
of canyoneering. Jon spent a 
year adventuring right alongside 
canyoneers in the national parks 
and wild wilderness of southern 
Utah. Equipped with video gear 
modified for the physical demands 
of canyoneering, he researched, 
videotaped, interviewed, hiked, 
rappelled and swam through 
stunning scenery. The piece covers 
issues ranging from the anxieties 
and thrills of hanging from cliffs 
to land impact and preservation 
concerns. But mostly, the film 
educates and entertains on how 
and where to do the sport of 
canyoneering! 

For more details on this story, 
see www.suu.edu/ad/pr/news/
archives/viewarticle.aspx?id=339

 
JILL ORMOND 
WHITAKER (’99 
Broadcasting) and 
MARK WALTON 
(’02 Information 
Systems) 

To the large 
credit and 
talents of Mark 
Walton, SUU’s 
Director of Web 
Development, 
and Jill Whitaker, 
Webmaster, SUU 

S U U  E mployee        E x cellence      
Consistently, when alumni speak to us about their experience at 
SUU, they cite dedicated, caring and professional employees who 
impacted their lives while on campus, and oftentimes, to this 
day. SUU employees make achievements daily that directly affect 
students in all aspects of campus life, and as so many of our alumni 
can attest to, on their futures. Here is a glimpse of some of the 
excellence employees of SUU have recently demonstrated.
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has one of the Top 10 Websites in 
the nation. The National Research 
Center for College & University 
Admissions (NRCCUA), the 
leading organization connecting 
young people and their families 
with colleges and universities 
around the country, released its 
annual rankings of Admissions 
Websites last semester on more 
than 3,000 postsecondary 
institutions. Southern Utah 
University has been ranked the 
ninth best website in the country! 
That’s www.suu.edu Check it out!

For more details on this story, 
see www.suu.edu/ad/pr/news/
archives/viewarticle.aspx?id=349

LARRY PING 
Professor of 
History, Dr. 
Larry L. Ping 
has had his 
authoritative 
book, Gustav 
Freytag and the Prussian Gospel: 
Novels, Liberalism, and History, 
published as part of the North 
American Studies in 19th Century 
German Literature Vol. 37. 
Freytag—a prominent historian 
and novelist in German history—
was influential in shaping opinion 
for his generation of liberals. 
Ping, who has been teaching 
Modern European history, the 

Third Reich, and ancient Greece 
& Rome at SUU for the past 
16 years, has been scrutinizing 
Freytag for a quarter of a century. 
The Volume’s editor said that 
Ping accomplished excellently, 
a getting-beyond the clichés of 
German culture, and into the real 
mentality and motivations of the 
people. 

For more details on this story, 
see www.suu.edu/ad/pr/news/
archives/viewarticle.aspx?id=299

There are many SUU students 
who are excited about the 
enrollment growth over the past 
few years and they should be as 
they have played a major role 
in making the numbers climb.  
Southern Utah University Student 
Association (SUUSA) has directed 
focus on creating more ways to 
get students involved in activities 
outside the classroom.

Provost Abe Harraf states, “We 
know students who get involved 
at college are more likely to 
persist in their education. There 
is a direct correlation between 
students finding ways to create 
bonds outside the classroom and 
having them decide to continue 
their education where they are.” 

The dividends from getting 
freshmen involved quickly is a 
major part of the reason SUUSA 
has increased the number of clubs 
and organizations on campus. At 
last count, there were more than 
122 clubs and climbing—already 
a record number. The Club Fair 
at the beginning of the year had 
in excess of 2,000 participants 
and many of the student activities 
in the Fall had record-setting 
attendance. An even more 

elaborate version of the Fair is 
planned for next year; Club Rush 
will be similar to the excitement 
and suspense of a Greek Rush.

 “We keep running out of 
food,” says SUUSA President 
Steven Kiisel. “We keep 
increasing our expectations and 
students keep surpassing our 
plans. It’s very exciting.”

SUUSA has also launched the 
Image Project, which presents 
specific ways to help all students 
know they are members of the 
SUU Student Association, not just 
student government members. 

And then, another program 
with an interesting, seemingly 
oxymoronic name is that of the 
Student Alumni Association. 
When one understands the 
purpose of the program—that 
is, to prepare freshmen through 
seniors on becoming alumni—then 
the name makes perfect sense! 

“The idea behind this 
organization is to help students 
get into the mindset of becoming 
active alumni upon graduation,” 
Isaac Holyoak, a junior 
communication major from 
Murray, Utah, and member of 
SUUSA government, explains. 

“It’s really a rather novel idea, as 
we do things like finals survival 
kits, True T-Bird, the Alumni 
Networking Lunch in which we 
partner with Career Services and 
Alumni Relations, as well as the 
Alumni Mentoring Network.” 

“At the luncheon,” Ron 
Cardon (‘96, Communication), 
SUU Alumni Relations Associate 
Director, adds, “we invited 
four Iron County alumni to sit 
on a panel from which current 
students were able to get advice 
on careers, graduate school, 
interviews, resumes, and more. 
Paul Bittmenn (‘94, Social 
Science/Political Science) now 
an attorney for the Cedar City 
Corporation; Ethan Shumway 
(‘03, Communication Composite) 
now public information officer 
for Valley View Medical Center; 
Kristie Eliason McMullin (’92, 
English) now with Southwest 
Applied Technology College; and 
Jennifer Morris Wood (‘01, GELP 
Utah Supervisory/Administrative) 
now principal of Canyon View 
High School; shared nuggets of 
wisdom about pursuing a career, 
and what they valued most about 
their SUU experience.

Current students key in recruitment and retention


