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ANTH 2030:  INTRODUCTION TO ARCHAEOLOGY

Course Description and Objectives:

Anthropology 2030 is an introduction to the methods, goals, and theoretical concepts of archaeology, with a primary focus on “Anthropological Archaeology” as it is practiced by North American archaeologists.  As a discipline, archaeology is primarily concerned with making inferences about the lives of people who no longer walk this earth, but who have left us, in varying forms, traces of their existence.  The challenge of archaeology -- a social, historical, and natural science -- is to interpret the often fragmentary and partial remains of past human societies and cultures.  The enterprise of “constructing the past” and of understanding the role(s) that the past plays in the present is also a major concern of contemporary archaeologists.

While over the course of the semester we will discuss such important events as the settling of the “New World,” the development of sedentary, agro-pastoral societies, and the emergence of expansive states, this course is not designed as a World Prehistory course.  We will concentrate not so much on the “course of the human past” as on the various theories and methods that archaeologists use in order to make their inferences and construct their interpretations. While I will lecture and show videos to illustrate important concepts, I believe (and educational research bears me out on this point) that students learn more through discussing and doing rather than from passively listening to an instructor distill information for them.  This approach requires you to complete the readings for the class period in which they are due, thoughtfully work through the required course exercises, and actively participate in class discussions and activities.  

Required Course Texts (available for purchase at the bookstore):  

1) Archaeology:  Theories, Methods, and Practice, 4th ed., by Colin Renfrew and Paul Bahn, 2004, Thames and Hudson, New York, NY.  [abbreviated R & B in the schedule of readings]
2) Electronic Reserve Articles.  There will also be some articles placed on Electronic Reserve, http://www.li.suu.edu/library/circulation/  [abbreviated E-res in the schedule of readings].

Course Fee:  

The course fee of $20.00 will be used to help fund Anthropology field trips, honoraria for guest speakers, and lab supplies.
Course Requirements:

Evaluation will be based on the following criteria: 

1) 5 short ‘exercises’, worth 20% of your grade (due 2/2, 2/11, 2/18, 3/6, 3/27) 
2) 2 one-page write-ups on the 2 required class fieldtrips, worth 10% of your grade (due 1/30 and 4/10)
3) 1 class debate worth 5% of your grade (on 4/17)

4) 1 mid-term exam worth 25% of your grade (on 2/25)
5) 1 final exam worth 30% of your grade (on 5/1)
6) Attendance and Participation worth 10% of your grade
93+%  = A

73-76
= C
90-92
= A-

70-72
= C-
87-89 
= B+

67-69
= D+
83-86 
= B

63-66 
= D
80-82 
= B-

60-62
= D-
77-79 
= C+
   
  0-59
= F
The assignments will consist of your typed, stapled, ‘hard copy,’ 1-3 page responses to archaeological activities and problems, many of which we will work on during class.  They are intended to help you synthesize course material and to generate classroom discussion.  Each assignment is due exactly one week after it is handed out.  Unless arrangements have been made with me in advance, assignments that are handed in late will not be accepted.  

In addition to the 5 assignments there are 2 mandatory fieldtrips to visit archaeological collections and sites.  One of these is a visit to view archaeological collections on campus; the other involves one day of off-campus travel in order to view ‘local’ archaeological sites.  I will arrange for transportation, etc. to the off campus location.  If you are unable to attend with the rest of the class due to other obligations, you may make arrangements to view the sites on your own time, or you may discuss with me the feasibility of doing an alternative activity.  Following each fieldtrip you are required to turn it a one page write up of your thoughts / reflections / questions.      
I do keep track of attendance and participation.  If you know in advance that you will be unable to attend on a certain day, notify me as soon as possible.  You will be allowed only 2 unexcused absences without penalizing your attendance grade.  

The midterm and final examinations will be combinations of multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions.  The final will emphasize course material presented in the last half of class. 

Academic Integrity: 

Scholastic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will be prosecuted to the fullest extent.  You are expected to have read and understood the current issue of the student handbook (published by Student Services) regarding student responsibilities and rights, and the intellectual property policy, for information about procedures and about what constitutes acceptable on-campus behavior.

ADA Statement: 

Students with medical, psychological, learning or other disabilities desiring academic adjustments, accommodations, or auxiliary aids will need to contact the Southern Utah University Coordinator of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD), in Room 206F of the Sharwan Smith Center or phone (435) 865-8022.  SSD determines eligibility for and authorizes the provision of services.
DISCLAIMER STATEMENT


Information contained in this syllabus, other than the grading, late assignments, makeup work, and attendance policies, may be subject to change with advance notice, as deemed appropriate by the instructor.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS AND ACTIVITIES
	WK
	LECTURE & DISCUSSION TOPICS
	READINGS
	ASSIGNMENTS

	1
	1. Introduction to the Course 
2. What is Archaeology?
3. The History of Archaeology; Hand-out and Video:  Lost Treasures of Troy
	1/5  none

1/7 R & B: Intro.; E-res:  “The Awful Truth about Archaeology”
1/9 R & B:  Ch. 1, pgs. 21-35
	*Video Hand-out, due 1/12

	2
	1. The History of Archaeology, cont.
2. The History of Archaeology, concluded 
3. The Nature of Archaeological Evidence;  Hand-out and Video:  People of the Bog
	1/12 R & B:  Ch. 1, pgs. 36-45
1/14 R & B:  Ch. 1, pgs. 46-52
1/16 R & B:  Ch. 2, pgs. 53-62
	*Video Hand-out, due 1/21

	3
	1. Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday – No Class.

2. The Nature of Archaeological Evidence, cont.
3. Field Trip to SUU Archaeological Repository
	1/19 NO CLASS
1/21 E-res:  “The Iceman Reconsidered”
1/23  R & B:  Ch. 2, pgs. 63-74
	Write-up on SUU Archaeological Repository, due 1/30. 

	4

	1. Discovering archaeological sites and features; Survey and Sampling exercise 
2. Hand-out and Video:  Gold, God and Glory (“The Death March of de Soto” and “Florida’s Lost Empire”)
3. No Class – I’m at a Conference. 
	1/26 R & B:  Ch. 3, pgs. 75-82
1/28 R & B:  Ch. 3, pgs. 82-93 
1/30 R & B:  Ch. 3, pgs. 93-109 
	Ex. 1:  Survey and Sampling, due 2/2
*Video Hand-out, due 2/2

	5
	1. Site surface survey and subsurface detection 
2. Excavation ; Excavation and Stratigraphy exercise
3. Excavation, concluded; Guest Speaker:  Archaeologist, Barb Frank
	2/2 R & B:  E-res:  “Through Dirt to the Past”
2/4 R & B:  Ch. 3, pgs. 110-115 
2/6 R & B:  Ch. 3, pgs. 115-120
	Ex. 2:  Excavation and Stratigraphy due 2/11.

	6
	1. Intro. to Relative Dating --  Classification and Seriation
2. Parking lot classification exercise;  Relative dating concluded
3. Absolute Dating
	2/9 R & B:  Ch. 4, pgs. 121-129 

2/11 R & B: Ch. 4, pgs. 129-133

2/13 R & B:  Ch. 4, 133-141
	Ex. 3: Seriation and Classification, due 2/18. 


	7

	1. President’s Day Holiday – No Class.
2. Absolute Dating, cont.; Hand-out and Video: Search for the First Americans, pt. 1
3. Absolute Dating, concluded; Controversy over the peopling of the New World; Video: Search for the First Americans, pt. 2
	2/16 NO CLASS
2/18 R & B:  Ch. 4, 141-174 
2/20 E-res:  “Who’s on First?”

	*Video Hand-out, due 2/23

	8
	1. Review for Midterm Exam 
2. MIDTERM EXAM   
3. Social Archaeology; Ethnoarchaeology exercise


	2/23 No readings, review for the exam

2/25 MIDTERM EXAM 
2/27 R & B:  Ch. 5, pgs. 175-193 
	MIDTERM
Ex. 4: Garbage Ethnoarchaeology project, due 3/6.

	9
	1. Social Archaeology, cont.

2. Social Archaeology, concluded; Hand-out and Video:  Unearthing the Slave Trade
3. Environmental Archaeology 
	3/2 R & B:  Ch. 5, pgs. 194-220

3/4 R & B:  Ch. 5, pgs. 220-230
3/6 R & B:  Ch. 6, pgs. 231-245
	*Video Hand-out, due 3/6


	10


	1. Environmental Archaeology, cont.; Environmental and dietary reconstruction lab
2. Environmental Archaeology, concluded
3. Ecological Collapse in the Past; Hand-out and Video:  Mysteries of Easter Island
	3/9 R & B:  Ch. 6, pgs. 245-261

3/11 R & B:  Ch. 6, pgs. 262-274

3/13 E-res:  “Easter Island” 

	Ex. 5: Environ-mental & dietary reconstruction lab, due 3/27.
*Video Hand-out, due 3/23

	11
	SPRING BREAK 
	3/16 – 3/20 
	

	12
	1. Subsistence and Diet; visit to Paleoethnobotany Lab
2. Subsistence and Diet, cont.; The Neolithic Revolution
3. Subsistence and Diet, concluded.
	3/23 R & B:  Ch. 7, pgs. 275-288
3/25 E-res:  “The Slow Birth of Agriculture”
3/27 R & B:  Ch. 7, pgs. 288-316 
	

	13
	1. Archaeology of Technology
2. Archaeology of Technology, cont.; Flint-knapping demo. by TBA
3. Archaeology of Trade and Exchange; in class exercise on trade networks and chemical sourcing 
	3/30 R & B:  Ch. 8, pgs. 317-333
4/1 R & B:  Ch. 8, pgs. 333-356

4/3   R & B:  Ch. 9, pgs. 357-374 
	

	
	4. CLASS FIELDTRIP ON SATURDAY!
	Hand-outs about fieldtrip sites
	Class Field Trip on Saturday 4/4, write-up due 4/10.

	14
	1. Archaeology of Cognition, Art, and Religion
2. The Archaeology of People / Bio-archaeology; Hand-out and Video:  Forgotten Mummies
3. Good Friday Holiday – No Classes 
	4/6 R & B:  Ch. 10, pgs. 393-428
4/8 R & B:  Ch. 11, pgs. 429-468 
4/10  Catch up on Readings
	*Video Hand-out, due 4/15

	15
	1. Easter Holiday – No Classes 
2. Whose Past?  Archaeology and the Public; hand-out for class debate
3. Class Debate on the Kennewick Man Controversy
	4/13  Catch up on Readings  
4/15 R & B:  Ch. 14, pgs. 547-578
4/17 E-res:  “Last Word on Kennewick Man?”; web links to articles about Kennewick controversy (see handout)
	Class Debate on 4/17.


	16
	1. Archaeology and the Public; Guest Lecturer: TBA; Final Rvw. Sheet passed out.  
2. In Class review for the final exam 
3. No Class – I’m at the Society for American Archaeology Meetings in Atlanta, GA.  
	4/20 Ch. 13, pgs. 536-546
4/22 Rvw. for the Final Exam
4/24  Rvw. for the Final Exam
	

	17
	FINAL EXAM on Fri., 5/1, 9-10:50 a.m.
	5/1  STUDY FOR EXAM!
	FINAL EXAM!


2
1

