  CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY

Course Title:  ANTH 1010-01, CRN 11324

Instructor:  Dr. Emily Dean
Time:  11:00-11:50 am, MWF


Office:  Centrum 225-G 

Place:  ED 102




Office ph. #:  586-7865

Course URL:  http://elearning.suu.edu/

Email:  deanE@suu.edu


Office Hours:  MWF 2:00-4:00 pm
I have spent most of my life studying the lives of other peoples --

faraway peoples -- so that Americans might better understand

themselves.   -- Margaret Mead (Cultural Anthropologist).

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course introduces students to the methods, theories, and concepts of cultural anthropology.  Cultural anthropology is a social science that explores human social diversity and helps us understand what it means to be human.  In this course we will focus on the basic concepts used by anthropologists in order to compare and contrast how living people with different cultural traditions conduct their everyday life through language, economy, family life and kinship, religion, and other institutions.  
COURSE OBJECTIVES/LEARNING OUTCOMES:  
By the end of this course students should understand what Anthropology is and how Cultural Anthropology differs from the other sub-disciplines of Anthropology, both in its subject matter and methodology.  They should understand what sorts of questions Cultural Anthropologists ask and how they go about investigating those questions.  They will have learned about the commonality and diversity of the human experience in areas such as kinship, economy, religion, and politics.  Finally, this course will hone the analytical and critical thinking skills of students.
COURSE FEE:  

The Course Fee of $20.00 will be used to help fund Anthropology field trips, honoraria for guest speakers, and lab supplies.
REQUIRED TEXT(S), listed in order assigned: 

Monaghan, John, and Peter Just

2000
Social & Cultural Anthropology:  A Very Short Introduction. Oxford:  Oxford University Press.

Spradley, James, and David McCurdy (eds.)

2008
Conformity and Conflict: Readings in Cultural Anthropology, 2008 Ed.  Boston, MA: Pearson Education.

Fernea, Elizabeth Warnock

1989 [1965]
Guests of the Sheik:  An Ethnography of an Iraqi Village. New York, NY:  Anchor Books.
Saitoti, Tepilit Ole

1988 [1986]
The Worlds of a Maasai Warrior:  An Autobiography.  Berkeley, CA:  University of California Press.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

Hmwk 1:  Holistic approach to joke


05%
5 points, due 2/2
Select and submit topic for Research Paper

01%
1point, due 2/6
Hmwk 2:  Kinship Interview Write-up and Chart
05%
5 points, on 2/11

Required Library Research Session


01%
1point, on 2/13



Hmwk 3:  Time Budgets



05%
5 points, due 2/25

Midterm Exam




25%
25 points, on 3/2 

Class Debate on Yanomamo Controversy

05%
5 points, on 3/11
Hmwk 4:  Ethnographic Observation Write-up 
05%
5 points, due 3/23


Annotated Bibliography and Thesis Statement
05%
5 points, due 3/27


Prepare/present Fernea disc. questions

01%
1 point



Hmwk 5:  Fernea Write-up



05%
5 points, due 4/6


Prepare/present Saitoti disc. questions

01%
1 point


Hmwk 6:  Saitoti Write-up



05%
5 points, due 4/20


Cultural Survival Research Paper


25%
25 points, due by 4/27

Attendance and Participation



6%
6 points


Total







100 points

94+ pts= A

73-76
= C
90-93
= A-

70-72
= C-
87-89 
= B+

67-69
= D+
83-88 
= B

63-66 
= D
80-82 
= B-

60-62
= D-
77-78 
= C+
   
  0-59
= F
There will be 6 Homework Assignments, worth 5 points (5% of your grade) each.  The due dates are indicated above and in the Schedule of Assignments and Activities.  These assignments will run between 1 to 3, typed double-spaced pages each.  I will pass out assignment guidelines in advance of the due dates.  Unless you have a compelling and verifiable excuse, I will not accept late assignments!  You are also required to actively participate in a class debate on the Yanomamo ethical controversy.  The debate will be held on 3/11and is worth 5 points (5% of your grade).  I will divide you into groups closer to the time of the debate.  

The Midterm Exam is based on lecture, reading, videos, and discussion materials, as well as on field and case study experience.  It will consist of multiple choice, short answer, and short essay questions.  It is worth 25 points (25% of your grade) and will be held in class on 3/2.  I will pass out a study guide prior to the exam.  Bring your own scantron, pen, pencil, and bluebook to the exam.  In lieu of a final exam you will write a research paper.

For your Research Paper you may select any cultural group or community that has experienced (or is experiencing) threats to their cultural integrity / survival.  In your paper you will examine your chosen community in depth, focusing on how this group has responded to the processes of colonialism, globalization, and modernization.  Paper guidelines will be passed out on 1/23.  The paper will be 7-8 pages in length plus attached bibliography.  You must notify me (either by emailed document or hard-copy) of your proposed paper topic on 2/6.  On 2/13 there will be a required, librarian led, research session at the library.  On 3/27, you will turn in your preliminary thesis statement and an annotated bibliography (guidelines will be passed out closer to the due date).  This will be worth 10 points, or 10% of your grade.  The research paper itself is due on or before 4/27, and is worth 25 points or 25% of your grade.
You are expected to come to class prepared to participate in informed discussions of the material.  Bring questions to class regarding not only the course material, but also how it connects to the real world.  Twice in the term, once for Guests of the Sheik and once for The Worlds of a Maasai Warrior I will require you to come up with and present reading questions to the rest of the class.  You will receive 1 point for each set of discussion questions you present.  Active participation in class is worth 3 points, or 3% of your total grade.  Regular attendance also counts towards your course grade (3%).  I will allow you 2 freebie, no-excuse needed absences in the semester.  After this, unless you have a valid excuse, the attendance component of your grade will suffer.  

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY

Scholastic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will be prosecuted to the fullest extent.  You are expected to have read and understood the current issue of the student handbook (published by Student Services) regarding student responsibilities and rights, and the intellectual property policy, for information about procedures and about what constitutes acceptable on-campus behavior.

STUDENT DISABILITY NOTICE

Students with medical, psychological, learning or other disabilities desiring academic adjustments, accommodations or auxiliary aids will need to contact the Southern Utah University Coordinator of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD), in Room 205C of the Sharwan Smith Center or phone (435) 865-8022.  SSD determines eligibility for and authorizes the provision of services.

DISCLAIMER STATEMENT

Information contained in this syllabus, other than the grading, late assignments, makeup work, and attendance policies, may be subject to change with advance notice, as deemed appropriate by the instructor.

SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS AND ACTIVITIES
	Dates
	Topics
	Readings & Assignments

	1/5
1/7
1/9
	1. Introductions and Course Mechanics
2. What is Cultural Anthropology?; In class exercise: “Who are you?”
3. Handout & Film:  How Cultures are Studied
	1. No Readings
2. M&J:  Intro.
3. M&J:  Ch. 1

	1/12
1/14
1/16
	1. In class exercise: “What you already know” 
2. Fieldwork and Ethnography 

3. In class exercise:  “Semistructured Interview Protocol”
	1. E-Res:  H. Miner “The Nacirema”
2. E-Res:  Read either Nader OR Briggs

3. C&C: articles 4 and 5



	1/19
1/21
1/23
	1. MLK Day – No class
2. What is Culture?; In class exercise:  “Inferring culture from behavior”
3. Handout & Film: The Nature of Culture
	1. No readings
2. M&J:  Ch. 2
3. C & C:  pgs.1-5 and article 1; Research Paper guidelines passed out

	1/26
1/28
1/30
	1. Confronting our own ethnocentrism and naïve realism
2. Society and Social Control; Handout & Film:  Dead Birds
3. No Class – I’m at a conference.  
	1. C&C: articles 2 and 3; Hmwk 1: “Holistic Approaches to Jokes” passed out
2. M&J:  Ch. 3 
3. No readings

	2/2
2/4
2/6
	1. Handout & Film:  Sex and Marriage
2. Family and Kinship 
3. In Class Exercise, “The American Family” 
	1. C& C: articles 17 and 18; Hmwk 1: Due!
2. M&J:  Ch. 4; Hmwk 2: “Your Kin” passed out 
3. C&C: articles 16 and 19; Proposed Research paper topic due!  

	2/9
2/11
2/13
	1. Caste, Class, Tribe, Nation 
2. Handout & Film:  Race: the power of an illusion
3. Library Research Session (meet in rm. 2 of Library) 
	1. M&J:  Ch. 5 
2. E-res:  Marks; C&C: article 23; Hmwk 2 due!
3. Handout:  “Research Paper guidelines” (passed out on 1/23).

	2/16
2/18
2/20
	1. President’s Day – No Class 
2. Political Economy
3. In Class exercise, “Reciprocity” 
	1. No readings

2. M&J:  Ch. 6; Hmwk 3 passed out: “Time Budgets”  
3. C&C: articles 13 & 15  

	2/23
2/25
2/27
	1. Ritual and Religion 
2. Handout & Film:  Psychological Anthropology; Cultural conceptions of illness and the body
3. Sex and Gender
	1. M&J:  Ch. 7; Midterm Rvw. Sheet handed out 
2. C&C: articles 28 & 30; Hmwk 3 due!  
3. C&C: articles 20-22; Hmwk 4: “Ethnographic Observation” passed out

	3/2
3/4
3/6
	1. MIDTERM EXAM!
2. Culture Change; Handout & Film:  Culture Change 
3. Ethics in Anthropology 
	1. MIDTERM EXAM!

2. M&J:  Ch. 8
3. C&C: articles 33 & 34; Yanomamo Debate guidelines passed out

	3/9
3/11
3/13
	1. Ethics, cont.; Preparation for Wed.’s debate
2. Class Debate on Yanomamo Controversy!
3. No Class
	1. Class website:  AAA code of ethics; Institutional Review Board guidelines 

2. E-res:  Chagnon; Tierney; Website:  http://www.aaanet.org/_cs_upload/issues/policy-advocacy/7588_1.pdf;
3. No Class (get started on Fernea)

	3/16-3/20
	SPRING BREAK – No Class
	SPRING BREAK (read Fernea)

	3/23
3/25
3/27
	1. Guests of the Sheik
2. Guests of the Sheik cont. Video:  Not without my veil: women in Oman (DVD GT2112 .N68 2000)
3. Guests of the Sheik
	1. Fernea: Intro. - Ch. 4-8 (we’ll also discuss 1-3); Hmwk 4 due!
2. Fernea: Ch. 9-11; Hmwk 5 passed out
3. Fernea: Ch. 12-14; Thesis Statement and Annotated Biblio. Due!

	3/30
4/1
4/3
	1. Guests of the Sheik 
2. Guests of the Sheik
3. Guests of the Sheik
	1. Fernea: Ch. 15-18 
2. Fernea: Ch. 19-20
3. Fernea: ch. 21-24

	4/6
4/8
4/10
	1. Guests of the Sheik, concluded 
2. Maasai Worlds
3. Good Friday Holiday – No Class.
	1. Fernea: ch. 25-end; Hmwk. 5 Due!
2. Saitoti: 3-24; Hmwk 6 passed out
3. No readings, but try to keep up in Saitoti

	4/13
4/15
4/17
	1. Easter Holiday – No Class. 
2. Maasai Worlds; Film:  Womanhood and circumcision:  three Maasai women have their say (GN484 .W66 2002)
3. Maasai Worlds, cont.
	1. No readings, but try to keep up in Saitoti 
2. Saitoti: 25-50
3. Saitoti:  51-76

	4/20
4/22

4/24


	1. Maasai Worlds, concluded
2. The Value of Anthropology; end of semester fiesta
3. No Class—I’m at the Society for American Archaeology Meetings
	1. Saitoti 77-end; Hmwk. 6 Due!
2. Read at least 2 articles from the following website:  http://www.unt.edu/anthropology/onlinecareers.htm 
3. No readings, finish up paper


	4/27
	Study Day; Paper due by 4 pm, Monday at the latest (earlier is always fine)
	Digital and Hard copies of the Research Paper emailed to me and turned in at the Hist/Soc. Office (Centrum 225) by 4 pm Monday!


5
1

