DISCUSSION RESPONSE WORKSHEET

Author and Title of Reading​ ___________________________________________

l.
Statement of the author's messaqe.


a. State in your own words (in 3 or 4 sentences) what you think the reading was all about.  Ask yourself "why do I think this article was assigned?"  Do so in your own words; not "she or he says".  Also, make note of the major themes or points which are relevant to the concerns of this course.

b. During the discussion period, ask group members to state what the reading was about.  Add to what someone else has said.  Leave space on your worksheet to write down additional information.

2. 
Integration and application of the material.
a. Compare the material presented in the reading with that presented in other readings and with that presented in this and other classes.  State the meaning or usefulness of the new material in understanding other ideas or concepts.  Give examples of how you might apply the new material or how knowledge of it may be useful to you.

b. During the discussion period, ask group members how the new material contradicts, substantiates, or amplifies some previously developed‑point.  Leave space on your worksheet to write down additional information.

3. 
Evaluate the reading assignment.
a. Support or question the validity of the arguments or the reasoning of the author(s).  State why and how you think the new material is or is not useful.  Evaluate the presentation in terms of clarity, consistency, balance of viewpoints, and adequacy of data.  Did you find the reading interesting?  why or why not?

b. This could be important when reading material about controversial subjects ‑ but may not be a major point for discussion.  Leave space on your paper to write down additional information just in case.

NOTE: Your worksheet must be typed (single‑spaced) in the format described above.  Remember to leave additional space in each section for discussion notes.  Write in complete sentences with correct spelling.

CLASS DISCUSSION: We will try to discern the pattern of your contributions over time.  We will observe: l) the content of your remarks to see if you are learning the material; 2) how you participate in the discussion process, i.e./  attentive listening, relating comments to previous statements, challenging assumptions and inconsistencies; and 3) the frequency of your participation (although the quality and insightfulness of your contributions is most important).

