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Course Description
“American History, Exploration to 1877” (History 5550 130) surveys the political, social, and economic history of the United States history, beginning with European expansion into North America and concluding with the end of the Civil War.  Useful for both history and social studies teachers, this course will expose participants to a rich array of print and electronic resources.  Topics to be investigated include the diverse cultures of the colonial era, the causes and consequences of the American Revolution, the emergence of democracy, national expansion and sectional tensions, the evolution of slavery, and the Civil War.

Required Materials
Participants will be provided with printed materials and will access relevant online sources through the internet.  Although you are not required to purchase a specific textbook, you should have easy access to a recently-published, high-quality, college-level survey of United States history through 1877.  The selected book should be accompanied by the publisher’s well-developed companion web site.  

Two suggestions of excellent textbooks are the following:
· Paul Boyer et al, The Enduring Vision, A History of the American People, Volume 1:  To 1877, Fifth ed. (Houghton Mifflin Company, 2004).  ISBN 0-618-28065-0.  http://college.hmco.com/history/us/boyer/enduring_vision/5e/students/index.html
· James Henretta et al, America's History, Volume I: to 1877, Fifth ed. (Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2004).  ISBN 0-312-40934-6.  http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/henretta/
Please ask your instructor if you have questions about these or other textbooks.

Course Objectives/Outcomes

Consistent with Utah’s U.S. History State Core Course (6120), this class will address the following standards and related objectives:

· Students will interpret the role of geography in shaping United States history.

· Students will investigate the relationship between events of different time periods.
· Students will understand the changes caused by European exploration in the Americas.

· Students will analyze European colonization and settlement of North America.

· Students will understand the significance of the American Revolution in the development of the United States.
· Students will understand the structure and function of the United States government established by the Constitution.
· Students will explore the territorial growth of the United States before the Civil War.
· Students will examine the expansion of the political system and social rights before the Civil War.

· Students will understand the significance of the Civil War Era to the United States.

· Students will understand the development of the American West following the Civil War.

Please note that more detailed information, including approved lesson plans, for United States History I (Course 6120) is available online at http://www.uen.org/core/core.do?courseNum=6120.
Course Requirements

· Attendance at all class sessions.

· Read all assigned materials.

· Participate in class discussions and in both individual and group exercises.

· Submit all work in a timely manner and in appropriate formats.

Grading Criteria

· Attendance, Participation, Group Work
50%

· Individual Final Project


50%

Grading Scale

A = 93-100; A- = 90-92; B+ = 87-89; B = 83-86; B- = 80-82; C+ + 77-79; C = 73=76; C- = 70-72; D+ = 67-69; D = 63-66; D- = 60-62; F = 59 and below.

Class Schedule

	Date
	Topics

	Monday, June 28


	· Course Introductions

· Overview of U.S. History Core Curriculum and Internet Resources

· Geography (6120-01)

· Relationship Between Events of Different Time Periods (6120-02)



	Tuesday, June 29


	· Changes Caused by European Exploration (6120-03)

· European Colonization and Settlement of North America (6120-04)

	Wednesday, June 30


	· American Revolution (6120-05)

· U.S. Government and Constitution (6120-06)

	Thursday, July 1


	· Territorial Growth Before Civil War (6120-07)

· Politics and Social Change Before Civil War (6120-08)

	Friday, July 2


	· Causes, Course Of, and Consequences of Civil War (6120-09)

· American West After the Civil War (6120-10)

	Friday, July 16


	Absolute Deadline for Final Projects 

Grades will be submitted by Noon


Assignments

A variety of individual and group assignments, most of them performed in class, will provide opportunities for participants to enrich content knowledge and experience different pedagogical techniques and strategies.  Teaching and learning resources will be shared with the entire class through supplementary materials.  

Final Project
Each participant is expected to submit a complete lesson plan for one of the ten standards listed above, constituting a project worth 50% of the final grade.  All completed lesson plans will be shared with class members through print and/or electronic sources. 

When In Doubt, Ask!

This course syllabus has been prepared to explain course requirements, students’ obligations, and the instructor’s expectations.  Please be advised, however, that the instructor reserves the right to ask for additional work or assignments and to change the course schedule if needed.  If you have questions about your progress or remain unclear about course assignments or materials, please do not hesitate to ask.  Feel free to contact me at any time about course-related issues.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY

Scholastic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will be prosecuted to the fullest extent.  You are expected to have read and understood the current issue of the student handbook (published by Student Services) regarding student responsibilities and rights, and the intellectual property policy, for information about procedures and about what constitutes acceptable on-campus behavior.

STUDENT DISABILITY NOTICE

Students with medical, psychological, learning or other disabilities desiring academic adjustments, accommodations or auxiliary aids will need to contact the Southern Utah University Coordinator of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD), in Room 205C of the Sharwan Smith Center or phone (435) 865-8022.  SSD determines eligibility for and authorizes the provision of services.

DISCLAIMER STATEMENT

Information contained in this syllabus, other than the grading, late assignments, makeup work, and attendance policies, may be subject to change with advance notice, as deemed appropriate by the instructor.
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