The Great Encounter or is Spaghetti really Italian?
By Tommas W. Alleman

Summary:  The purpose of this activity is to introduce the student to how the world changed as a result of Columbus "discovery" of the New World.

Curriculum Tie:  Primary Core Objective Social Studies - U.S. History I [2002]
6120-Standard 3 objective 3.

Time Frame:  3 - 4 90 minute class periods.

Bibliography:  http://muweb.millersville.edu/~columbus/ http://odur.let.rug.nl/7Eusa/D/index.htmhttp://bedfordstmartins.com/doclinks/links.asp?book_id=84&book=hah&chapter=1 
Material:  Maps, string, markers, recipes, list of new world plants, color pencils, poster board, research material, overhead projector and transparencies 

Web Sites:  Columbus and the Age of Discovery
Instructional Procedures:  

Day 1 Step 1 Review the motives for exploration and the changes in European society that made it possible to explore. 
Step 2 Talk briefly about pre-Columbian Native Americans. Show map and short slide show on Native American cultures. Talk about Columbus and read excerpts from his journal. Assign students to bring their favorite recipe to the next class.
 Day 2 Step 1 All students should have their recipes. Hand out world map; divide into four or five small research groups. 
Step 2 Go to the library to search for the country of origin of the various ingredients in their recipes. Label the origins of the various ingredients on their maps. 
Step 3 Present findings to the rest of the class and label origins on a large wall map. 
Step 4 Discuss and summarize students findings, are foods such as pizza, spaghetti, and other ethnic foods really Italian, or Thai, or whatever? 
Day 3 Step 1 Review and discuss how the world changed as a result of Columbus's discovery. Use the recipes as examples. At the same time, have the class count off in 10s. As you talk about the changes that took place call out 1s and have them move to the rear of the class. Continue to talk and call out numbers until only the 10s are left. Use as the final example of change the spread of disease and explain that disease and warfare wiped out about 90% of the Native American population. Then have the students look around at the empty desks to illustrate what the loss of 90% of their class would be like.
Other possible activities depending on what one wishes to emphasize.  

1. Divide class into two groups to research life in Europe and the Americas in 1490.  Prepare a Powerpoint slideshow displaying their work.

2. Trading cards assign each student twenty trading cards to prepare.  Keep emphasizing the word “trading” as you explain the assignment.  Each student will find information on twenty explorers or other important person of this time period, a picture is mandatory.  On a 3 X 5 card glue the picture on one side and write a summary of their achievements on the other.  This is fun if the students click in to the idea of trading cards and shared work.
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