Summary:

The purpose of this activity is to understand the reasons that lead to western migration.  A secondary purpose is to sharpen map making skills.
Essential Questions:

· Why did people want to move out West?

· What steps were necessary for them to prepare for their journey?
· How did they choose their trails?

· What obstacles did they face?

· How were their lives different when they settled in the West?

· What impact did the migration have on Native Americans?  The environment?

Primary Core Objective:

Social Studies – United States History -6120-1001- Indicator 1

Examine why peoples came to the West; e.g., farmers, ranchers, miners, American Indian nations, immigrants, adventurers.
Materials:

Textbook

Blank U.S. map handouts

Masking tape

Overhead projector

Transparency

Video:  “How the West was Won”
Power point:  “Westward Movement”
Instructional Procedures:

Anticipatory Set:
Have students all move within the taped off square of room.  It will be crowded, but not uncomfortably so.  Questions:  Who would like to move to a more open part of the classroom?  Why?  When students have discussed reasons for wanting more space, have them move back into their seats and begin the days lesson.

Step 1 Begin discussion with “crowded” eastern U.S.   
Step 2  What were the factors that brought people west?
Peoples to include in discussion include:

Farmers

Ranchers

Miners

American Indian nations

Immigrants

Adventurers

Step 3  On the U. S. map, students should locate major eastern cities, especially New York, and the city that most pioneers funneled through—St. Louis.  (This will be done with a transparency and overhead projector.)
Step 4  View a 10 minute section of “How the West was Won” that depicts a family making a decision to head West.  This gives a good depiction of the weight of the decision, as well as showing an early town, and fashions.  (If time permits.)  
Web Sites:

· Map – www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/pdf/us1860.pdf.

· www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/resources/archives/index.htm
Primary source material on the American West, including many memoirs, journals, diaries, letters, and autobiographies  
