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· Creating a Government: The purpose of this activity is to use the knowledge and expertise of the Constitution and to create a new government using different kinds of governments and their patterns, such as monarchy, anarchy, democracy, dictatorship, etc.. The student then can compare and contrast the different tasks of the branches of the Constitution and the new government and see if it works the same with power, checks and balances and duties. 

· Objectives

Identify the three branches of Constitution and the duties they have

Identify the roles of each branch of the Constitution

Identify the checks and balances of each branch of the Constitution.

· Essential Questions: What are the three branches of government? What role do they play in government? What does each branch do to keep a check and balancer for the constitution. What do you think America would be like if we did not have the constitution, but had a different kind of government? 

· Primary Core Objective: 

Social Studies- United States History 6120-603 Understand the structure of the United States Government established by the Constitution. 

Objective:

Examine the Basic Structure of the Constitution

Indicator:

Examine the Constitution principles of separation of powers and checks and

balances.

Determine the role of the Constitution as a living document.

Explore the role and functions of the three branches of government.

· Background for Teachers: 

A teacher would need to teach and know the three branches of the Constitution.

They would need to know and teach the duties of the branches and the different office that served in each particular branch. They would need to know and explain the process of checks and balances within the constitution. 

· Background information that students would need to know: 

The student would need to know and have a knowledge of the different kinds of

governments.

The student would need to know the three branches of the Constitution and the

entities that served under them.

The student would need to know the jobs and duties of each branch of the

Constitution.

The student would have to have a knowledge of how the checks and balances

worked in government.

· Material: 

Graphic Organizers

A copy of the Constitution

The handout of the three branches of government

Worksheet on presentations of other governments

· Instruction and Procedures: 

Day 1 and 2

Assign groups

Have them pick a type of government to create and then research this type

of government to report on.

Day3

Have each group come up with a graphic organizer that will show how their government would work and run. As the group reports on the different types of governments have them do the worksheet so that they can keep track of strengths and weakness of each. 

Day4

The students need to compare and contrast the constitution and the newly created government showing a listing at least five strengths and five weaknesses of the new government based on the United States Constitution. They then need to individually write a two page double spaced paper on what they see in the Constitution and the completeness of how it governs. 

· Websites: Yahoo.com Googles.com www.uen.org.core.lessonsist.jsp 

· Assessment:

To complete the assignment and turn in a paper comparing and contrasting the

strengths and weaknesses of the new government and the Constitution.
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Constitution of the United States: 

After reviewing all the information about the different governments write down at least ten things that you learned about how different governments are operated according to the power, checks and balances,duties, making laws, carrying out laws, and enforcing the laws. 
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