“War With Mexico”
Lesson Plans /American History/8th Grade
History 1877 to Present

Section-5550
Standard: 6120-07

Students will explore the territorial growth of the United States before the Civil War.
Essential Questions:
Why did the United States refuse to annex Texas at first?

What were the causes and results of the Mexican War?

How did cultures blend in the new American territories?
Content:
· Students will understand why the United States made Texas a part of the Union, and then went to war with Mexico over a border dispute.

· Students will be able to use a map to identify the disputed border between Texas and Mexico that triggered the Mexican War.

· Students will evaluate primary source documents from different points of view.

· Students will be able to recognize the role Manifest Destiny played in propelling the Mexican American War.

Assessment:
· Students will identify factors that started the Mexican War.

· Students will use a map to support how sea power was important to the United States in the Mexican War.

· Students will compare Mexico’s last stand at Chapultepac to the last stand of Texans who died at the Alamo.

M A N I F E S T   D E S T I N Y




     “ War With Mexico”




    American History 5550




            Paula Sweet

     Lesson Plans in fulfillment of course     

 


   requirements.

    July 2, 2004

“War With Mexico”


        Chapter 13/Section 4/pgs. 360-364
Name______________________________ Period ____Date____

Identify:

1. Zachary Taylor  _______________________________________

2. Mexican War  _________________________________________

3. Winfield Scott     _______________________________________

4. Stephen Kearny   _______________________________________

5. Bear Flag Republic    ____________________________________
6. John C. Fremont     ______________________________________

7. Chapultepec    __________________________________________

8. Mexican Cession     ______________________________________

9. Gadsden Purchase      _____________________________________

Notes:

I.  Dividing Oregon

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

II. Annexing Texas

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

III. Conflict With Mexico

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

The war begins

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

·  _________________________________________________

Americans Respond

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________
IV. Fighting in Mexico

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

Rebellion in California

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

The final Battle

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

________________________________________________
V. Achieving Manifest Destiny
· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________
 VI. A Mix of Cultures from the Southwest

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

Review:

1. What event sparked the beginning of the Mexican War?

2.  What were the final results?

3.  Name two things that English-speaking settlers learned from 

     Mexican Americans in the Southwest.  

4. Name one tradition that settlers brought with them.

5.  Do you think the United States could have avoided going to 


war with Mexico in 1846?  Explain.

Fredrick Douglass, an African American who fought to end slavery, wrote of the Mexican War that Americans

         “ought to blush and hang our heads for shame.”

(a) Why do you think Douglass opposed the Mexican War?

(b) Who might have agreed with his statement
“War With Mexico”



        Chapter 13/Section 4

Project__________100 pts.

DUE DATE: 7/2/04 

Choose 4 projects for an “A”/ 25 pts. each/ 100 pts. 
1_______Recreate a battle from the “War With Mexico”.
2_______Pretend you are a reporter for the Veracruz Gazette and interview a soldier from each side of the battle front.  
3_______Write a letter to President Polk after the War with Mexico and express your reaction to the outcome of the war.

4_______Write a series of memoirs or letters from your outpost to a loved one.

5_______Write a letter to President Polk expressing your reaction to the war from the point of view of a soldier’s loved one.
6_______Write a ballad to honor the survivors of the war on both sides or design a headstone epitaph.
7_______Create an alphabet poem about the Mexican War.
8_______Draw a map of the West as it appeared in 1853. Label battles of the Mexican War, color code by side.  Create a key, a title, a compass rose, a scale and a locator.  

9_______Interview President Polk regarding his decision to go to war with Mexico to promote “Manifest Destiny”.

10______Use a primary source to debate whether or not war with Mexico was justified. Compare two different points of view.
11______Create a timeline labeling and illustrating the events leading up to Mexican Cession.

Points: _______100% possible

Choice of assignment level:    Neat, accurate and creative work will be required for highest point value.
Choose 1 assignment    =    25% 

Choose 2 assignments   =    50%

Choose 3 assignments   =    75%

Choose 4 assignments   =    100%

RUBRIC:
A= Excellent planning, preparedness and creativity in the presentation of your topic, you went the extra mile.
B= Prepared, well planned and creative, your facts were clear and organized.
C= Adequate preparation and planning, more detailed information needed.

D= Needed more planning and better preparation.  The audience was unclear about your topic overall.
F=Unprepared
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     Grade Sheet
Name____________________ Period_________Date________
   A=50-55%





   B=54-40%





   C=39-34%




   D=33-27%





   F=26% and below 
Grade__________   Comments   _________________________

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
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