Sharon Wasden

Lesson Plan

SUMMARY: The purpose of this lesson is to provide students with information and examples in order to critique and evaluate the advantages/disadvantages of the Patriot military position at the

beginning of the Revolutionary War, and also to explain how the contributions of George Washington helped to lead the Continental Army to victory over the British forces.

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS: Students will examine the strengths and weaknesses of  the Continental Army at the start of the Revolutionary War, as well as understand George Washington’s role in the early Patriot victories.

PRIMARY CORE OBJECTIVE: Social Studies - U.S. History/6120-0502

     “Assess the factors affecting the course of the war and contributing to American victory.”

         -“Examine the advantages and disadvantages of the Continental Army against British                        resources.”

SECONDARY CORE OBJECTIVE: Social Studies - U.S. History/6120-0503

     “Evaluate the contributions of key people and groups of the Revolution.”

         -“Identify the contributions of colonial leaders, e.g. George Washington...”

MATERIALS:
     -A copy of pages 123-127 in A History of Us, Book 3 (attached)

     -Story board handout (attached)

     -Map of early battles (attached)

     -Map 25 “The Revolutionary War in the Northeast”(attached)

     -Colored pencils

     -“The Crossing” video

     -“The Crossing” short play (attached)

     -“The Crossing” video guide (attached)

     -Overhead projector

     -Markers for the board and overhead projector

BACKGROUND FOR TEACHERS: Teacher need to have a working knowledge of the historic events leading to Washington’s decision to attach the Hessians at Trenton, as well as a good understanding of Washington’s qualities as a leader.

STUDENT PRIOR KNOWLEDGE: Students should have an understanding of the events that preceded the start of the Revolutionary War.  Students should also be familiar with basic map skills, be able to locate and label locations, and create map symbols and keys.  

INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES:
Day 1
Step 1: Read the information on pages 123 - 127 in A History of Us to the class.  Have the students illustrate their story board while you read.

Step 2: Allow the students a few minutes to write the ten facts they have illustrated on their story boards.  Be sure to emphasize that they need to keep all of their facts in chronological order.

Step 3: Allow 2-3 students to read their chronological facts to the class.  Briefly review the events discussed in the story board reading.

Step 4: Discuss with the students the importance of studying maps for understanding the movement and position of the Continental Army preceding the attack of the Hessians at Trenton.

Step 5: Explain the instructions for completing Map 25, and have the students complete the map using page 170 of the text (or any available resource). *see Strategies For Diverse Learners

Day 2 - 4
Step 1: Assign various students parts from the shortened play version of “The Crossing” and read aloud as a class.

Step 2: Direct a discussion where students recognize the desperate circumstances that faced Washington’s troops in December of 1776.

Step 3: Have the students watch “The Crossing” while answering the questions on the video study guide.

Step 4: As a summary activity, use student answers on the video guide to produce a class list on the board that addresses the advantages/disadvantages of the Continental Army at the beginning of the Revolutionary War, as well as the contributions and leadership qualities of George Washington.  Emphasize that Washington’s leadership skills were a great advantage to the Continental Army.  This activity should be teacher directed with students providing the information from their video guides.

STRATEGIES FOR DIVERSE LEARNERS: 

For struggling students: Use an overhead transparency of Map 25 to model the labeling of the locations and the creation of the key.

For gifted students: Have the students write a short story describing the events at Trenton from the perspective of a Hessian soldier.

ASSESSMENT: Students will be assessed through completion of a story board, map, and video study guide, as well as their participation in classroom discussions.

