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History 4420 
3.0 Credits                                                                                             
        Dr. Ping

Spring Semester 2009
12-12:50 MWF 

CN 231






         
ANCIENT ROME


Teaching a course in Roman history is a daunting task for any professor because of the vast time period encompassed by Roman history.  Fortunately for us, Roman history falls rather conveniently into periods that are fairly easy to understand:  the early Republic, late Republic and the Empire.  We will approach the course therefore by emphasizing a number of time-tested topics such as:  the nature of Roman society and civilization, the origins of Roman imperialism and the causes of the civil wars that destroyed the Republic, the Principate of Caesar Augustus, the imperial rogue’s gallery and Roman paganism, and finally, the gradual conquest of the empire by Christianity. We will conclude the course with the obligatory study of the decline and fall of the empire.  The lectures will provide a narrative of Roman political history with special emphasis upon the causes of the decline of the Roman Republic, the history of the early empire, and the development of Christianity.  In a sense, the Roman Empire is still with us:  in our religious institutions, in our political vocabulary and political system, even in our taste for sporting events and public spectacle. Roman history is most decidedly not an irrelevant study of a lost past, but rather the great source of religious and political inspiration for European and American civilization.
Course Instructor:  


Larry L. Ping, Ph.D.


Professor of History


Office:  (435) 585-5457


Fax:  (435) 865-8193


E-Mail:  ping@suu.edu 

Required Reading:

There is no shortage of histories of Rome. I have assigned the following books because they are lucid, well-written, and (hopefully) enjoyable for modern students to read.  The readings in these texts are designed to expose students to Roman society from the eyes of the Romans themselves.  


Mary T. Boatwright, A Brief History of the Romans

Richard: Twelve Greeks and Romans who Changed the World
The Boatwright text has the advantage of brevity, a lucid writing style, and a good organization.  It does however concentrate on foreign relations at the expense of domestic developments. The Richard book is a lively and useful collection of brief biographies.   

Office Hours:

Larry Ping

225K Centrum, x5457

I will be available to meet with students MWF between 10:00am and 11:00am.  You are invited to stop in to discuss any problems you may be having in the course or simply drop by and talk history.  

Course Objectives:

The purpose of this course is twofold:  1.To provide students with a coherent introduction to a grand and complex historical study and 2.To encourage students to think critically about historical issues and historical causation.  

Course Requirements and Grading:

Your grade for History 4420 will be computed according to the results of two in-class midterm essay examinations and one in-class final exam.  The exams are equally weighted. Since the essay examinations in this class will be drawn largely from material presented in lecture, your regular attendance will improve your chances of doing well in History 4420. Students who miss class consistently should not expect to do well in History 4420.  Students are also asked to turn off all cell phones and beepers. Since your grade will depend upon three exams, you are advised to take these exams seriously!  You will find review materials for the exams on pp. 5-6 of this syllabus.  The exams are scheduled as follows:  


First Midterm:  Monday February 9.


Second Midterm:  Friday March 13.

Final Examination:  Wednesday, April 29 @ 11:00AM
ADA DISCLAIMER:  

Students with medical, psychological, learning or other disabilities desiring academic adjustments, accommodations or auxiliary aids will need to contact the Southern Utah University Coordinator of Services for Students with Disabilities (SDD), in Room 205C of the Sharwan Smith Center or phone (435) 865-8022.  SDD determines eligibility for and authorizes the provision of services.  

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

Scholastic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will be prosecuted to the fullest extent.  You are expected to have read and understood the current issue of the student handbook (published by Student Services) regarding student responsibilities and rights, and the intellectual property policy, for information about procedures and about what constitutes acceptable on-campus behavior.  

Information contained in this syllabus, other than the grading, late assignments, makeup work, and attendance policies may be subject to change with advance notice, as deemed appropriate by the instructor.  

READING ASSIGNMENTS AND LECTURE TOPICS:

Week 1. (Jan 5-9) Introduction to Rome.  Boatwright, Chapter 2.  
Week 2. (Jan 12-16) The Roman family.  Social bonds, The Roman Constitution, patronage, and patriarchy.   Continue Boatwright Chap 2. Tuesday Jan 13 is the last day to drop without a W on record.
Week 3.  (Jan 19-23) The Early Republic, Imperialism, and the Struggle of the Orders.  Boatwright, Chapter 3.  We will not meet Monday, Jan. 19, Martin Luther King Jr. Recess.
Week 4. (Jan 26-30)  Rome and Carthage. Boatwright, Chapter 4, Richard, “Scipio Africanus: Defender of the Roman Republic.’ 
Week 5.  (Feb 2-6) Rome and the East.  Boatwright, Chapter 4.  Friday is the last day to drop with a W on your record. 
Week 6. (Feb 9-13) The Crisis of the Gracchi.  Boatwright, Chapter 5. Midterm I, Monday February 9.
  Week 7:  (Feb 16-20) Fall of the Republic I.  Marius and Sulla.  Boatwright, Chapters 6 and 7. Richard, “Cicero: Statesman, Philosopher, and Republican Martyr.” No class Monday, February 16 President’s Day recess.
Week 8. (Feb 23-27) The Fall of the Republic II.  Julius Caesar.  Boatwright, Chapter 8. Richard, “Julius Caesar: Destroyer of the Roman Republic.” 
Week 9. (March 2-6) Augustus and the Principate.  Boatwright, Chapter 9 Richard, “Augustus: Founder of the Roman Empire.” 
Week 10:  (March 9-13) Germany, Judea and Rome.  Boatwright, Chaps 10 and 11. Midterm 2, Friday March 13.
Week 11: (March 16-20). Spring Recess.
Week 12.  Christianity.  Boatwright, Chapter 12. Richard, “Paul of Tarsus: Christian Evangelist.” 
Week 13.  Pax Romana.  Boatwright, Chapter 13.  
Week 14.  Civil War, Economic Decline, The Dominate.  Boatwright, Chap. 13. Augustine: Christian Theologian.
Week 15.  Constantine.  The Fall of Rome.  Boatwright, Chapter 13..  

Week 16. Review.  The Legacy of Rome.  Friday, April 24 Class instruction ends. 
Final Examination:  Wednesday, April 29 @ 11:00AM
ANCIENT ROME MIDTERM REVIEW I

Please be prepared to address the following essay questions:  

1.  What role did the wars against Carthage play in the development of Roman imperialism?  

2.  How did the Roman Republic survive and finally defeat the onslaught of Hannibal?  (Starr, Chapter 2)  
3. In the second century BC, did the Romans want to annex Greece?  Why did the Romans conquer their empire?  (Starr, Chapter 3)

4.  How would you describe the Roman Constitution?  Was Rome a democracy or an aristocracy?    
Please be prepared to respond to the following identifications:  

pater potestas

patricians and plebs

clientas

Carthage

Cannae

corvus

consuls

Publius Cornelius Scipio Africanus

Twelve Tables

Cynocephalae, 197 BC

ANCIENT ROME MIDTERM II

Please be prepared to address the following essays:
1.  In a famous witticism, the poet Juvenal commented that the Roman people had traded political freedom for “Bread and circus games.”  What did he mean by “bread and circus?” 

2.  How did Caesar Augustus transform a volatile republican system into a stable monarchy?  In your answer, please describe the constitutional and social structure of the Principate. 
3. Why did the Roman Republic slide into chronic civil war during the first century B.C.?  Please analysis the state of civil-military relations within the Roman system.  What role did Julius Caesar play in this drama? 

Part II.  (50 points) Please identify and state the significance of five of the following:  


Pax Romana


Vespasian


Great Jewish War


Tiberius


Flavius Josephus


The Gladiator as symbol


Teutoberg Forest, 9 A.D. 

ANCIENT ROME FINAL REVIEW 

Please be prepared to answer the following essay questions:

1.  Why did the Roman Empire “decline and fall” in the West?   Did the empire fall primarily because of internal problems or external pressure? 
2.  Roman emperors ranged from the statesmanlike, (Augustus, Vespasian, Trajan) to the intellectual, (Hadrian, Marcus Aurelius) to the spectacularly insane, (Caligula, Nero).  How did the Romans deal with the problem of an insane emperor?  Did the Romans ever solve the problem of establishing firm civilian control over the army? 

3. Who was St. Paul and why was he important for history?  Why did the Roman state view the early Christians as a threat?  
Please be prepared to identify the following terms: 


Marcus Aurelius


stoicism


Diocletian


Constantine


Council of Nicea


Tacitus


Trajan


dominus 


“Five Good Emperors”  

