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History 4460                                                                                                      Dr. Ping

Spring 2009
TR 10:00-11:20
TH 111
Nineteenth Century Europe
History 4460 is an upper division lecture course in the history of the European 19th century.  Our emphasis will be on social intellectual currents in Europe during the period historians call the long nineteenth century; that is, from 1789 to 1914.  This was the age of the “isms.” Thus we shall wrestle with: Conservatism, Liberalism, Secularism, Darwinism, Nationalism, and Imperialism. From a conventional point of view, the 19th century seems relatively peaceful, at least after the wars of the French Revolution and Napoleon, and the political upheavals of the period seem tame compared to the truly barbaric events of the 20th century.  This surface peacefulness is misleading since the real story of the century was change; or, as the people who lived through the period preferred to think, progress.  Our period was an age of transformation in all areas of social and economic life.  Students should thus not expect a comprehensive discussion of political developments in all the countries of Europe in History 4460.  With the exception of Italy, we will give short shrift to Southern Europe. The course is intentionally focused upon social, intellectual, and cultural currents in Great Britain, France, Germany, and Russia during the Victorian Age.

Required Reading:


Winks: Europe and the Making of Modernity, 1815-1914 (Oxford)
Browne: Darwin’s “Origin of Species”: A Biography
Marx:  The Communist Manifesto. (Norton Critical Edition)

The author of our text is a giant of the previous generation of cultural and intellectual historians. Given our emphasis on ideas in History 4460, the Winks text is a natural choice. It is also my belief that no one should graduate from college with a degree in the liberal arts who has not read Karl Marx or given some thought to Charles Darwin. These two men were giants of nineteenth century thought. Their impact is still with us! Although Janet Browne is the usually seen as the greatest modern biographer of Darwin, I have selected an extended essay by Browne in which she considers the “biography” and impact of Darwin’s theory.
Course Instructor: 


Larry L. Ping, Ph.D.

 
Professor of History


Office:  (435) 585-5457


Fax:  (435) 865-8193


E-Mail:  ping@suu.edu 

Office Hours:  


Daily 9:30-1030am


225K CENTRUM


X5457

Class Responsibilities and Grading:  

Your primary responsibility for History 4460 will be to attend class and take notes. As one of my old professors used to say, if you are not taking notes, chances are you are not thinking about the material in the lecture! If you miss class consistently, your exam grades will probably reflect your poor attendance.  I will teach the course in an informal atmosphere and I invite your participation in class discussion. Your grade will be computed according to the following general scheme:

Midterm I:  Thursday, February 19.   (33%) 

Midterm II:  Thursday, April 9.  (33%)

Critical Book Review due:  Thursday, April 24 (the last class meeting).   (33%)
You will have considerable leeway to find a book that will interest you.  Since this class will cover the period that historians generally consider the apex of European civilization, the richness of topical material available to students of this course is unsurpassed in any historical time period.  You are free to consider works of biography, literature, or history in your critical book review. There will be no formal Final Exam in History 4460. 
Class Calendar and Deadlines: 

Thursday January 8: Last day to drop without W.

Monday January 19:  Martin Luther King Jr. Recess

Monday February 16: President’s Day Recess

Friday March 6: Last day to drop individual classes.

Monday-Friday March 16-20: Spring Break

Friday April 10: Good Friday Recess

Monday April 13: Easter Recess

Friday April 24: Class Instruction Ends

ADA DISCLAIMER:  
Students with medical, psychological, learning or other disabilities desiring academic adjustments, accommodations or auxiliary aids will need to contact the Southern Utah University Coordinator of Services for Students with Disabilities (SDD), in Room 205C of the Sharwan Smith Center or phone (435) 865-8022.  SDD determines eligibility for and authorizes the provision of services.  

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

Scholastic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will be prosecuted to the fullest extent.  You are expected to have read and understood the current issue of the student handbook (published by Student Services) regarding student responsibilities and rights, and the intellectual property policy, for information about procedures and about what constitutes acceptable on-campus behavior.  

Information contained in this syllabus, other than the grading, late assignments, makeup work, and attendance policies may be subject to change with advance notice, as deemed appropriate by the instructor.  

READING ASSIGNMENTS AND GENERAL TOPICS:  I will keep the class apprised of specific lecture topics and how they relate to these general reading assignments on a weekly basis. 
WEEKS 1 & 2:  Winks Introduction:  The Enlightenment and The French Revolution. Begin Karl Marx, The Communist Manifesto. 
WEEKS 3: 2:  Winks, Chapter 1.  Restoration and Revolution, 1815-1840.
WEEK 4:  Winks, Chapter 2: Romanticism. Begin Browne: Darwin’s “Origin of Species”: A Biography
WEEK 5:  Winks, Chapter 3: The Industrial Age Begins. 

Week 6:  Winks, Chapter 5: Ideas and Ideologies. 
WEEK 7:  Winks, Chapter 6: The Revolutions of 1848.  Italian and German unification.
WEEKS 8 & 9:  Winks, Chapter 7: The Modern Nation State. Midterm review.  

WEEK 10:  Winks, Chapter 8: Reason, Realism and Respectability.
WEEK 9:  Winks, Chapter 9: The Age of Imperialism, 1870-1914.

WEEK 10:  Winks, Chapter 10. The Challenge of Modernity.
WEEKS 11-15:  Winks, Chapter 11:  Political Polarization and Conflict. 
Midterm 1 Review

Please be prepared to discuss the following essay questions.  

1.  Evaluate the living conditions facing the first generation of urban factory workers.  Describe the first industrial cities like Manchester.  What provision did government make for public services?   
2.  Please discuss the essential ideas of Marxism as presented in class.  

3.  How did the railway change society in the nineteenth century?  What did Karl Marx mean when he said that the railway “annihilates space and leaves only time?”
4.  Why was Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution so controversial and shocking to his contemporaries?  
5.  The middle class family model, as we know it was established largely in Victorian England during the middle decades of the nineteenth century.  Describe the Victorian family.  What were the roles assigned to the father, mother and children?  Was this model of "domesticity" a prison for women?  Did the Victorians live up to their own standards of morality? 
6. Please discuss the essential ideas of Conservatism as presented in lecture. How did continental conservatism differ from that of Great Britain?

7. Please discuss the essential ideas of Liberalism as presented in lecture.
You may expect identification questions on topics like those below.
Origins of the French Revolution

Napoleon Bonaparte

Industrial Revolution 

Poor Law of 1834  

Urban and working conditions in the Early Industrial Rev   

Industrial technology 

Charles Dickens

James Watt and the steam engine

Napoleonic Code

Karl Marx and Marxism. 

Midterm Review II

Please be prepared to discuss the following essay questions
1.  Who was Otto von Bismarck and why did he try to unify Germany?  What was his policy and how did he succeed?  What effect did unification have on Germany and the rest of Europe?  

2.  Why was it so difficult to unify Italy?  Discuss the role of two of the following in the unification of Italy:  Cavour, Garibaldi, Napoleon III.  What was the position of the Catholic Church towards a unified state?  Was the creation of the modern Italian state a product of nationalism or diplomacy?  
3. Who was Friedrich Nietzsche and why was a significant thinker?
Possible Identifications:


Louis Napoleon

Gustav Freytag

The Personality of Bismarck


Prussian Constitutional Crisis


Mensur


"Bloody June Days"


The New Imperialism


Sherlock Holmes 

