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History 4475 Topics
3.0 Credits                                                                                             
        Dr. Ping

Spring 09
TR 1:00-2:20pm

CN 229




         

The Second World War

The topic for History 4475 Seminar in Modern Europe this semester will be the Second World War.  Although as a German historian, I was trained to approach the Second World War from a European perspective, this class will of necessity require that we examine the military contributions of the United States in some detail.  I will not pretend that I do not welcome the opportunity to discuss American political history and strategy! We shall thus spend considerable time analyzing the Pacific war between the United States and Japan. The Second World War needs no justification as a topic for serious historical study.  The conflict cost the lives of roughly fifty million human beings, spread destruction across the globe, and introduced the possibility of state-supervised genocide and the use of nuclear weapons against civilian targets. Finally, the conflict spawned a forty-year Cold War that threatened universal nuclear destruction. Along the way, the Second World War brought an end to a historical epoch of European global domination that began with the voyages of Christopher Columbus. By 1945, the scope of European power and influence had been reduced to the confines of a small peninsula on the western edge of the Asian continent. In short, the Second World War spelled the end of the long age of European domination.  Clearly there are many reasons to look at this conflict that shaped the world we all share. 
Office Hours:  


Daily 9:30-1030am


225K CENTRUM


X5457

ADA DISCLAIMER:  

Students with medical, psychological, learning or other disabilities desiring academic adjustments, accommodations or auxiliary aids will need to contact the Southern Utah University Coordinator of Services for Students with Disabilities (SDD), in Room 205C of the Sharwan Smith Center or phone (435) 865-8022.  SDD determines eligibility for and authorizes the provision of services.  

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

Scholastic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will be prosecuted to the fullest extent.  You are expected to have read and understood the current issue of the student handbook (published by Student Services) regarding student responsibilities and rights, and the intellectual property policy, for information about procedures and about what constitutes acceptable on-campus behavior.  

Information contained in this syllabus, other than the grading, late assignments, makeup work, and attendance policies may be subject to change with advance notice, as deemed appropriate by the instructor.  

Required Reading:  

There is no shortage of scholarly writing on every aspect of the Second World War.  Unlike the First World War, however, there have been very few novels written about the Second World War that have achieved inclusion in the literary canon. We will therefore limit our reading to John Keegan’s magisterial history of the conflict.

John Keegan. The Second World War. 
Richard Tregaskis: Guadalcanal Diary
The Keegan book is generally considered to be a historical masterpiece. The Tregaskis account of the US Marines on Guadalcanal is also regarded as a masterpiece of Second World War journalism from a writer in the midst of combat. We will discuss specific reading assignments in class.  
Documentary and Feature Films:  

We will view and analyze portions of the following films in class.  There will be numerous short image clips as part of our lecture presentations. You are invited to participate in class discussion and contribute to our analysis. 

Enemy at the Gates

Das Boot

Victory at Sea

World at War Series (PBS)

The Longest Day

Saving Private Ryan

The Course: 

Although I will lecture on various aspects of the Second World War, this course is a seminar not a strict lecture course. We will approach our topic through a combination of lecture, reading, film, and class discussion.  The seminar approach is intended to explore significant elements of a topic in some depth; a seminar in decidedly not intended to provide a complete narrative of events! Our approach will be primarily analytical and reflective.  We will challenge students to study the history of the conflict and address the great schools of thought to examine the origins and impact of the war. My objective is to make this course an active experience for students and to break away from the traditional model of a lecturer talking to a room of passive recipients of information. I will teach the course in an informal atmosphere and I invite your participation in class discussion. Your questions are an important part of this course.  
Class Policies:
To make the course work for everyone, I would ask students to consider some basic guidelines:  Please turn off cell phones and beepers and refrain from leaving the class room during lectures.  

Course Outcome/Objectives:

Students will demonstrate an understanding of the methodologies, concepts, and subject matter of the historical discipline—in this case, the history of the Second World War. 
Class Requirements and Grading:  

Class requirements will consist of an in-class midterm exam and a formal in-class final exam. In addition, I will require a formal critical book review on some topic related to the Second World War. You are encouraged to find a book that interests you from our voluminous library holdings. For those of you so inclined, I will accept reviews of the assigned texts. The choice is yours. Your first assignment will be to select a book to review and give it to me on a sheet of paper.
Course Deadlines and Exam Schedule:  

Midterm Exam:  Friday February 27
Critical Book Reviews due: Thursday March 12.
Final Exam:  Thursday April 29 @ 3:00pm.
Each of these assignments will constitute roughly one third of your final grade.
Topics to be covered in Class/Lecture:   
Hitler as supreme commander
The Fall of France

The Battle of Britain

Operation Barbarossa:  Hitler’s invasion of the Soviet Union

Japanese strategic moves

Pearl Harbor

The U-boat War

The Russo-German War to Stalingrad

The Battle of Kursk and Soviet victory

Guadalcanal, Midway and the American strategy against Japan

The Bombing Campaigns against Germany and Japan

D-Day and the Normandy Campaign

The Battle of the Bulge
Midterm Review

Please be prepared to discuss the following essays:
1. Compare and contrast the German theory of tactical airpower with the American theory of strategic airpower.  What was the primary mission of the Luftwaffe?  How did the United States Army Air Corps visualize its mission?  In your opinion, which air force best accomplished its primary mission? 

2. What was BLITZKRIEG?   Can you discuss the particular combination of airpower, tanks, and infantry that characterized the stunning German victory against France in 1940?
3.  Please evaluate Japanese strategy and war aims against the United States in 1941.  Why did Admiral Yamamoto, in essence, declare that Pearl Harbor had done nothing but “to awaken a sleeping giant and fill him with a terrible resolve?”  How did the United States Navy win the battle of Midway?

4.  Evaluate Hitler’s reasons for attacking the Soviet Union in 1941. What was the German strategy for victory?  Why did Operation Barbarossa fail?
5. What did you learn about the US Marine Corps and the battle of Guadalcanal from your reading of Richard Tregaskis: Guadalcanal Diary? Please write a brief review of the book.
Possible Identification Questions: 

Heinz Guderian

Maginot Line

Erich v. Manstein

Radar

Nimitz

Winston Churchill
Final Review

Please be prepared to discuss the following questions:
1. Why did President Truman decide to use nuclear weapons against the Japanese?  Evaluate the American decision.  What factors determined Truman’s thinking? Do you agree or disagree with that decision?

2. Why did Germany lose the Second World War?  When and why did the initiative pass out of German hands?  Did Hitler miss any opportunities for a more positive outcome for Germany?

3.  
Why and how did the allies win the Second World War? What do you see as the key factors in the allied victory? How did the US Army defeat the German army in the Normandy campaign?
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