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Teens compete in Chemistry Olympics
25 high school students take part in event 
By Elizabeth Miller
emiller@thespectrum.com 
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As part of the chemistry olympics, Dr. H. Samha demonstrates "Fun with Gas." In this demo, he poured butane gas from the jar, which is in his left hand, though a tube. The gas ignited when it hit the flame.

CEDAR CITY -- Twenty five high school students from Utah and Arizona were at Southern Utah University Friday to compete in the Chemistry Olympics. 

SUU Associate Professor Hussein Samha said students completed exams and experiments and were judged on accuracy and speed. There were awards for individuals and teams. 

"This is the first time we've done this, but we'd like to continue it each year," Samha said. 

The objectives of the games are to provide chemistry students with a stimulating and enjoyable academic experience; demonstrate the relevance, importance, fascination and fun of chemistry and provide teachers with the latest developments in the teaching of chemistry. 

Students came from Canyon View High School, Milford High School, Bryce Valley High School and Grey Hills Academy, a high school in Tuba City, Ariz. 

The individual events included a comprehensive exam and laboratory experiment in quantitative analysis. 

The team events had a qualitative analysis experiment. All events were a competition and trophies were awarded. 

In addition to the events, Samha presented an educational demonstration titled "Fun with Gas." He taught the students about different types of gases and added humor to the presentation. 

"Have you ever had fun with gas?" he asked the students. "Do you want to know the simple way to make methane? Eat a lot of beans." 

He demonstrated how certain gases ignite and how others do not. As part of the demonstration, he took a small, skinny, piece of wood, ignited it, then dipped it between a bottle of oxygen and another bottle of carbon dioxide. The flame kept growing, then shrinking. 

Lunch was provided to the students and while they ate, SUU chemistry students taught them about the program and answered any questions. 
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