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Communication Department Faculty and Possible Presentation Topics 
 

Matthew H. Barton (Communication Studies), Associate Professor, 
B.A. Southern Utah University, M.A. University of Nevada-Las Vegas, 
Ph.D. University of Nebraska- Lincoln. 

• Understanding the changing nature of doctor-patient 
relationships 

• Diagnostic tools for conflict management in 
personal/professional life 

• Understanding political apology through the life of Bill Clinton 
 
Arthur T. Challis, Jr. (Journalism, Advertising, Organizational Comm., 
and Communication Education), Associate Professor, B.A. Southern 
Utah University, M.A., Ed.D. University of Nevada-Las Vegas. 

• Thirty-five years as the “Voice of the T-Birds” – Life behind the 
Sports Microphone 

• Advertising in Southern Utah 
• Sports Media 

 
Lionel A. Grady (Broadcasting), Associate Professor, B.A., M.A. 
Brigham Young University, Ph.D., University of Tennessee. 

• “Mass Culture and Technology:   from Edison to IPhones” 
• “Living in a media-saturated world: Society and Mass Culture” 
•  “Urban Legends and Contemporary Myths” 
• “Caught between Parent and Child:  A new look at the Games 

People Play” 
 
Stanford P. Gwin (Organizational Communication, Political 
Communication, and Public Relations), Professor, B.A., M.A., 
University of Southern Mississippi, Ph.D., University of Florida. 

• "Bite Your Tongue", The effect of "put -down" and competitive 
talk on personal and professional relationships. 

• "Messages that Motivate Employees and Associates." 
• "Grass Roots Politics is Alive and Well." 

 
Brian L. Heuett (Interpersonal Communication), Associate Professor, 
B.A., M.A., Ph.D. Washington State University. 

• Speech Apprehension 
• Learning to Improve your Public Speaking 
• Virtual Technology for Speech Apprehension 
• Family Communication 
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L. Paul Husselbee (Journalism) Associate Professor, B.A. Southern 
Utah University, M.A. Brigham Young University, Ph.D., Ohio 
University. 

• Mass Media and Ethics 
• Newspapers and their Role in an Information Age 
• Sports Media 

 
 

Suzanne Larson (Public Relations, Interpersonal Communication, 
Director of Graduate Program), Professor, B.A. Utah State University, 
M.A. Western Washington University, Ph.D. University of Oregon. 

• “Suffrage and polygamy in Utah during the 19th century”  
• “The rhetorical use of satire in Iran's denial of the holocaust” 
• “quiltingwithstyle.com:  Narratives and the binding of 

friendship” 
•  “Shakespeare's carnival in the Taming of the Shrew” 

 
  Patricia Paystrup (Public Relations and Advertising), Associate          

Professor, B.A., M.A. Brigham Young University, Ph.D. Purdue 
University. 
• Green Advertising – How Effective is the Green Message? 
• Wolves in Yellowstone – Endangered Species Issues 
• Coal Mining Crisis Messages in the Media 

 
 
 
Jon M. Smith (Broadcasting, Chair of the Communication 
Department), Professor, B.A., M.A. Brigham Young University, Ph.D. 
University of Tennessee. 

• Environmental Issues and the Media  
• The Making of “Canyoneering the Colorado Plateau” a 

documentary on the sport of slipping, swimming, rappelling, and 
climbing through slot canyons. 

• The Making of “Miracle at Kapyong: The Story of the 213th” a 
documentary on the amazing story of southern Utah’s National Guard 
during the Korean War 
 

 

Kevin A. Stein (Political Communication, Rhetoric and Public 
Address), Assistant Professor, B.A., Southern Utah University, M.A., 
Idaho State University, Ph.D. University of Missouri. 

• U.S. Apology Strategies During the 1960 and 2001 Spy Plane     
Incidents (Soviet Union and China) 

• The Role of Negative Attack in Political Campaigns 
• Political Humor and the Blending of News and Entertainment 


