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Mr. Michael T. Benson, President of Southern Utah University,   

Ladies and Gentlemen faculty members, 
Dear colleagues, 
Ladies, Gentlemen staff members,  
Dear students,

Dear Guests,

First of all let me convey all my gratitude to President Michael Benson, to all his colleagues and to the entire southern Utah University community. The delegation that accompanies, my wife and I, are delighted to visit this beautiful city of Cedar and have much enjoyed and appreciated the warm welcome extended to us.   
It is with great pride that I accept the Award of the title of Doctor HONORIS CAUSA of the Southern Utah University kindly gratified to me today.  
This distinction from such a Prestigious University which has always advocated excellence since 1897 is an honor to me, and as such, to the entire people of Senegal. Your reputation of excellence calls for respect and admiration. 
Therefore I salute the tradition of openness that symbolizes your institution.  
I know that a number of your students come not only from different American States but also from several foreign countries, each of them offering part of their culture and civilization which as our common heritage.    

This rich heritage is also marked by generations of alumni that attended your institution :  I may recognize here Michael  Leavitt, former Governor of the State of Utah and former US secretary of Health and social services,  Senator Harry Reid, Majority leader of the 110th Congress and Nick Miller, the fabulous football player of Oakland Raiders.

These various and remarkable achievements testify of the good quality of the teachings provided here in your university and your faithful attachment to a well established mind; as it is said in Latin “Men sana en corpore sano “  a healthy mind in a healthy body. 

I always feel nostalgic as I plunge in a university environment. I miss it so much, because it is my natural environment. Why not? Isn’t it said that a Teacher will always remain an old student.  
I come from a country that shares with yours a number of values and believes: faith in God, commitment to democracy, freedom and respect for human rights.

This brings me to tell you about the theme you invited me to develop, namely « Ethics and values ». 
Well, the subject is rather complex because it calls on subjective considerations that touch upon our cultural values of civilization, our relation with life, religion, society, basic community like the family, the Universe, the visible and invisible world the environment etc.  
You see, my dear friends, elaborating on ethics and values is even more complicated than the analysis of a Stock market like Wall Street! Because when one talks about ethics and values, one is by excellence in a system where there is no referential standard from which other value systems can be measured.  
If I take the case of your country the United States of America, we can often apprehend the values and ethics. An individual defends whether he is Liberal or Conservationist, Democrat, Republican or Independent. With regard to the Death Penalty, there are abolitionists versus those who advocate the death sentence.  With regard to the issue of reproduction and family planning one can also distinguish the «pro life » from the « pro choice » easily.   
We also know that even marriage in its traditional acceptation as a sacred union between a man and a Woman is questioned and challenged by people of the same sex.   
That is to say that when it is about ethics and values the determinants are much variable from one individual to the other, within one same country,  and forcedly when it is about peoples of different culture and civilization.  
What is a value for a given society is not necessarily such for another one. The value of an epoch can have no relevance for another only because in between the dynamics of change inherent to each society would have raised it to the rank of “counter value”.   
But I think that beyond the diversity of cultures and civilizations despite the vicissitudes of time, there are certain rules, certain values and certain ethics of universal reach: These include Democracy, freedom, the right to live, security and physical and moral integrity.  
As far as I am concerned I believe a lot in works’ ethics and in the love for effort.  
But what complicates further any reflection on ethics and values is what we live through in this so called 

“World of globalization”. People talk deliberately about planetary village because the events are lived throughout the world and almost simultaneously by the magic of Information and Communications technologies.     

There is forcedly an interference of cultures and civilizations and subsequently of values they bear within.   This cohabitation can be harmonious and peaceful or on the contrary be rough and conflicts prone. Some people have even talked about a shock of civilizations. I personnaly refute that thesis. I believe rather in the advent of what my Eminent predecessor the late President Poet, Léopold Sédar Senghor, calls the “rendezvous of the giving and receiving” announcing the civilization of the universal.  
This perspective supposes that every body renounces to any idea of superiority of a civilization or of a culture and values of their own, over other cultures and civilizations.  
Clearly, all cultures and civilizations are equal and worth each other.  Because society is in a certain given frame of time materially more endowed than another one does not confer it in any way any right of supremacy whatsoever in terms of values and ethics.  
This reminds me of a lesson one of our most respected religious leader and eminent scholar whpo lived in the country of Mali in the past, gave once to one of his disciples who came to ask him a question about a religious practice.  
After their discussion the teacher told his disciple that no one can claim to have the monopoly of the truth.  I believe one can read in this wisdom the theory of relativity.  
In every culture and in every situation there are positive values and negative values.  
I recalled this a few days ago to the United Nations during a forum organized by UNESCO.  
What seems to me, to be fundamental is mostly the aptitude of a given society to get rid of what is negative, root oneself in ones own positive values and integrate those of others in a conciliating dynamics.  This is what Senghor called « assimilate without being assimilated »  
It is only in a dynamics of anchoring our values deep in us that a society can evolve by operating positive changes.   
These were the theoretical considerations.  I would like now to consider them at the light off our own experience; that of Senegal that I certainly know much better.

First let me go through a short review of our culture.  
I thought it would be interesting to take you through the experience of Senegalese Democracy which has paradoxically its roots in the colonial period.  
I say « paradoxically » because colonization is by definition the negation of the civil and political rights of the peoples colonized.  
In fact it is as early as 1848 that an instruction of the Colonial Government granted its Senegalese colony a seat of representative in the French National Assembly. 
It is true that the right of vote was only limited to natives of what used to be called “the four communes’, these were the localities of Saint-Louis, Rufisque, Goree and Dakar.     
This voting in a colonial environment characterized exploitation and enslavement of native peoples was rather an exception.  
And until 1902 the deputies representing the Senegalese Colony were always selected among the French natives.  
But from 1902 onward the vote started « changing color » with the election of a Mulatto, the French lawyer Francois Carbot.
It is finally in 1914 that a historical event, which considered alone and mostly in the circumstances of the epoch illustrates the vitality of the democratic Regime.   
Blaise DIAGNE, a true native Senegalese beats Francois Carpot and became the first Black Africa deputy (permanent representative) at the French National Assembly 
Seen under this angle, the Senegalese experience has perhaps specificity in Africa.  
But who are we in Senegal? 

We are your closest neighbors, located only 7 hours away from East Cost of the United States at the western most tip of the continent into the Atlantic Ocean.  
Senegal has a surface of only 193 000 km2 for 12 million people and very few natural resources.   
We draw our forces from our human resources and values we have cultivated throughout history.  
The particularity of our country in the context of the divisions imposed by the colonial system stems from the fact that in Senegal, contrary to several countries, the Nation prevails over the State as a result of a sound and serene socio-ethnical blend characterized by a true tolerance as demonstrated by secular peaceful cohabitation of 95% Muslims and 5% Christians that make our country.  
Since independence Senegalese men and women have learnt that in a clean democracy, political choice is based on free conscience rather than on tribal or confessional considerations.  
The first President elect of Senegal, late Leopold Sedar Senghor was not only Christian but also from a minority ethnic group.  He always won all elections against Muslims candidates and ruled over this predominantly Muslim country for 20 years.     

During colonization his party had already won in 1951 legislative elections over his contender Lamine Gueye a historical figure of Senegalese political arena, a Muslim fellow of a majority ethnic group.     
Later on in 1974 after more than a decade of single party system eventhough there were some underground opposition parties, I create my own political formation, the Senegalese Democratic Party known as PDS, the first legal party in French speaking Africa. And I ran against Senghor for presidential elections in 1978 and I lost.   
Despite loosing the elections, looking at the outstanding course of our country in an Africa drowned in single party system and stained with military coup, ethnical conflicts or armed struggles to get to power we can only be proud of this heritage of calm and serenity that had sheltered us from violent crisis and unconstitutional power take over in fifty years of independence.  
In reality I am convinced that beyond institutions and texts, Democracy is mostly about a state of mind where openness and accepting one another while respecting our differences.   

Despite our political adversity, there was between Senghor and me a deep mutual respect, and I can say even a complicity that some of our respective constituents, somewhat zealous at time, could not understand.  
But I think, we do not regret for these peaceful relations that was certainly necessary to achieve a good outstanding growing democracy.   
It seems to me that it is only through compromise and consensus that a democratic experience can reach maturity to get to a higher stage.  
What political leaders owe to teach young generations is that the quest for power must invariably be achieved through peaceful means in the respect of the plurality of convictions.  
I have during several major popular demonstrations and marches while I was in the opposition expressed the above feelings in these words:  “I will never step over dead bodies to get to the presidential palace”.  
However it remains that in Senegal the path to ideal democracy has not always been as smooth as a tranquil river.  
We ran into obstacles at more than one occasion. I personally went to jail several times with my companions and militants for rising against injustice and total abuse.   
But when you want more freedom it is sometimes necessary to take a risk.  What is more important is to be able to forget and to resist revengeful instincts and look farther ahead.   
This is the choice we made and that got me to office in March 2000 through peaceful change “ALTERNANCE”.   
In fact on March 20th 2000, the day following the runoff of the elections the incumbent president Abdou Diouf, calmly and full of wisdom called me over the telephone to concede and admit even before the polling results were officially proclaimed that he lost and congratulated me for my victory thus cutting short any attempt of his partisans to pull out any trick to scramble the outcome.  
After trying over and over its electoral machine, Senegal had just succeeded in achieving it first political democratic change of regime by way of peaceful elections.  
In the meantime public opinion was expecting a probable eruption of violence, so well known in Africa in the very hours and days following the proclamation of elections. This time Senegal surprised the entire world by stepping into the court of major players of Democracy.  The looser calls to congratulate the winner.    
But of course democracy implies the implementation of principles of good governance and the fight against prejudice and all forms of discrimination, the way beyond political pluralism and electoral competition.  
 From the time it is recognized that « all mankind are created equal » there must no longer be any room for discrimination.  
This is the place to pay tribute to the American people for its major contribution in the quest for the ideal of democracy.  
History will remember that Civil liberties movements had to gather Americans of all races and all social conditions to claim under one single voice the respect of all the principles enounced in the American Declaration of Independence and US Constitution.  
They deserve our respect and admiration.  
It is thanks to this combination of efforts that your nation wa able to overcome all the preconceptions to finally give an unprecedented lesson of democracy by electing for the first time a black President.  
Back home in Senegal, we too have called on an unprecedented approach to promote the participation of women in the management of public affairs.  And in this frame of mind I appointed in March 2001 a Lady as Prime Minister for the very first time in the history of Senegal.
I must say though that despite my apprehensions of a rejection by layers of traditional society, this nomination was welcomed with great enthusiasm even in the most conservative circles, showing that mentalities evolve much faster than we think.   
Last March however we went further ahead and voted a new Law introducing full gender parity (Men/Women) in all institutions totally of partially elective.     
In addition to women’s promotion, Education and training are for us an undisputable priority in carrying out qualitative changes required in modern times.  
I am deeply convinced that in this 21st century, the era of« knowledge based society » knowledge and know how are what will determine the progress of the peoples.  
That is the reason why we devote 40 % of our national budget to education and training of quality human resources capable of taking charge of changes required for social and economic development and the flourishing of Democracy.     

Education and training sharpen the mind of the people and at the same time contribute to raising their level of understanding and awareness. Therefore I believe that committing expenditures to that end is rather more an appropriate political and economic development strategy than a mere social expense.   

The requirement of democracy lays on a prudent management of public affairs, a rational and transparent use of public resources through an appropriate   Check and balance » control system and accountability.  
These mechanisms are what is commonly called Good Governance.  
We have introduced in our legal system since 2003 a Law creating a national commission to crack down on corruption and non transparent actions. 
It is an organization composed of representatives of different sectors of the society, including the private sector, the civil society. It is entirely autonomous.  
It examines claims related to acts of corruption and writes a report that is submitted to the Head of State and any time there is an indication of Mismanagement it is transmitted to court for judiciary redressing.  
In addition to the repression aspect, the commission also plays the role of counselor that enables it to make recommendations to the government on reforms to promote good governance in terms of international financial transactions.  
It is in recognition of such efforts that the United States Government granted Senegal the favor of a special preferential trade opportunity called the African Growth Opportunity Act (AGOA) that gives the country the possibility of exporting to the US quantities of various products tax and duty free.  
More recently in September 2009 your country granted us a 540 million Dollars Compact in the frame work of the Millennium Challenge Account designed to address major infrastructure and social enhancement projects in Senegal.  
I am happy to be listing all these convergences between our two countries that have always entertained excellent relations regardless of what regime is on.  
This reflects how close the American people and the Senegalese people are, a proximity that shows even in our approaches to democratic values of liberty, respect of human rights and free enterprise.   
I wish for the young generations, starting with our young students are able to take advantage of this heritage and get inspiration from it to consolidate what we all have already achieved.    

In order to achieve this, there is nothing better than sharing experience through more frequent contacts to acquire better understanding of inter university exchange and cooperation programs.  
I know that a good number of Senegalese students are registered in your universities as students and teachers.   
I hope my presence here today will contribute to fostering and rendering more dynamic our relationship.  I also wish, and I mean it, for your students and professors to pay us visit in Senegal more often.    
That is how we will get to learn more about your country.  and get a better appreciation of this new world that we will get our peoples to celebrate together sharing the same values within the respect of diversities.  
Thank you for your kind attention. 
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