Changing with the Weather

Objective: 

Standard 3:  Students will develop an understanding of their environment.

Teaching Materials:

· Children’s Literature book “The Seasons of Arnold’s Apple Tree” by Gail Gibbons or any other book on seasons

· Digital image of Jim Jones painting “Juniper Tree”
· Digital image of Jim Jones painting “Oak Creek Canyon”
· Digital image of Kamenev painting “Spring”
· Digital image of Levitan painting “March”
Student Materials:

· Colored pencils or crayons

· Scissors

· Four pieces of drawing paper for each student

· Four paper dolls for each student
Process:
Introduction: Group Discussion 
Read students the book “The Seasons of Arnold’s Apple Tree” by Gail Gibbons or any other book on seasons.
Show students the digital images.  Have students identify the season in each painting.  Ask students what they would wear in that weather.

Show students your paper dolls.  Ask them to tell you which doll should go in which painting.  Why?

Demonstration

Show students how to draw a different seasonal picture on each sheet of paper.  For each of your four dolls, draw clothes on them that would match each of the four seasons.

Drawing Seasons
1. Pass out one sheet of paper at a time and have students draw and color one season.
2. Pass out the second sheet of paper and have students draw and color the next season.  Repeat for all four seasons

3. Repeat the steps above for the paper dolls.

4. Monitor students to make sure they are drawing appropriate elements for each season.

5. Optional – have students draw apple trees in their picture to correlate with the literature book.

Closure – Story Telling

Have students talk about their drawings in front of the class or in small groups.  Have students make up a story about one of their paper dolls and what it is doing in the picture. 

Revisit the paintings introduced at the beginning of the lesson. Have students compare their drawings to the paintings.

· How is it the same?

· How is it different?

· How did Jim Jones create his sky?

· How did you create your sky?

· Etc.
