Color Power

3-6

Objective: 

Third Grade Standard 2: Objective 2:  Create works of art using the elements and principles.

   1. Identify dominant elements in significant works of art.

   2. Group some significant works of art by a common element or visual characteristic.

   3. Discover how an artist has thoughtfully used all of the space within an artwork.

   4. Create a work of art that uses all of the space on the paper.

   5. Create a work of art that uses contrast to create a focal point. Use that to convey the most important idea or part of the work.

Fourth Grade Standard 1:  The student will explore and refine the application of media, techniques, and artistic processes.
Objective 1:  Explore a variety of art materials while learning new techniques and processes.
   1. Draw objects from a variety of perspectives; e.g., directly beneath, bird's-eye view, below, from the level of the surface upon which it sits.

   2. Use blocking-in, gesture drawing, and/or stick figures as start-up skills for drawing.

   3. Portray cast shadows as having shapes different from the objects that cast them.

   4. Use value, color, and texture to create interest. 

Fifth Grade Standard 1:  The student will explore and refine the application of media, techniques, and artistic processes.

Objective 1:  Explore a variety of art materials while learning new techniques and processes.

   1. Differentiate between foreground, middle ground, and background in the production of artwork.

   2. Observe objects in detail and portray them with greater accuracy in works of art.

   3. Simplify the beginning of a work of art, using start-up skills; e.g., blocking-in, gesture drawing, stick figures.

Teaching Materials:

· “A Color of His Own” by Leo Leoni (Highly recommended) 

· Or any other book that focuses on color 

· Little Blue and Little Yellow by Leo Leoni

· Mouse Paint by Ellen Stoll Walsh

· Digital image of Jim Jones painting “Juniper Tree”

· Digital image of Seurat painting “Landscape”

· Digital image of Emily Chaney painting “Park City Barn”

· Digital image of Monet painting “The Garden”

· 12 x 18 drawing paper

· Oil pastels 

Student Materials:
· 1 sheet 9x12 drawing paper per student

· 1 sheet 12 x 18 drawing paper per student

· Oil pastels
Process: 

Introduction: Group Discussion 
Read students the book “A Color of His Own” by Leo Leoni (or other book on colors).

Discuss the changes in the color.  

Show students the digital images.  Have students identify the colors of the trees in each painting.  Ask students if the artist used only one color to create each tree.  Have students look closely at the green in each painting.  Ask them to see if they can search hard and find another color besides green. 

Show students the pages in “A Color of His Own”.  Point out the green/brown and yellow on the orange leaf; the red on his body on the green page, etc.

Tell students that artists don’t always use just one color.  They use “tricks” with color to make things look more real.

Demonstration

Show students how to draw a shaded tree using complimentary and analogous colors using the following procedure.

This demonstration can be done along with the discussion as you point out each of the color ideas.  

See enclosed example of the stages of the drawing.

1. Fold your 12x18 paper into fourths

2. Draw a symbol of a tree in one of the fourths

3. Color the tree using only brown and green

4. Ask students if it looks like a tree 

5. Compare your tree to one of the trees one of the paintings

a. Does it look as real?

b. How are they the same?

c. How are they different?

6. Begin to add more color to your tree and discuss the difference it is making as you go (See enclosed sample)

7. On your 9x12 paper draw another tree using all of the color techniques.  Finish the drawing by adding background, middle ground, and foreground to the scene.

Tree Shapes (Optional)

In the lesson “COMMUNITIES AND TOWNS: Trees: Drawing Techniques” there are several examples of tree shapes.  You could introduce your students to these tree shapes for this lesson, or teach that lesson prior to this one and refer students back to those tree shapes.

Drawing Trees

1. Pass out the 12x18 sheets of drawing paper and have students fold it into fourths

2. Have students follow along as you repeat the steps from the demonstration

3. Pass out the 9x12 sheets of drawing paper

4. Have students draw a complete picture including background, middle ground, foreground, and a tree.  

5. Monitor students to make sure they are drawing appropriate elements for each pictures.

6. Optional – have students use additional colors in the other elements of their picture to make them look more real as well.

Closure – Story Telling

Have students talk about their drawings in front of the class or in small groups.  Have students make up a story about what’s happening in their picture, or describe the elements they chose to include in their picture.

Revisit the paintings introduced at the beginning of the lesson. Have students compare their drawings to the paintings.

· How is it the same?

· How is it different?

· How did Jim Jones create his tree?

· How did you create your tree?

· Etc.

