Color Power

K-2


Objective: 

Kindergarten Standard 3:  Students will develop an understanding of their environment.
Objective 1:  Investigate changes in the seasons.

1. Identify the seasons and represent each with pictures and songs.
First Grade Standard 3:  Students will develop an understanding of their environment.

Objective 1:  Investigate plants and plant growth.
1. Observe and draw pictures of plants.
Second Grade Standard 3:  Students will develop an understanding of their environment.
Objective 1:  Investigate relationships between plants and animals and how living things change during their lives.

2. Describe the life cycle of local plants and animals using diagrams and pictures.
Teaching Materials:

· “A Color of His Own” by Leo Leoni (Highly recommended) 

· Or any other book that focuses on color 

· Little Blue and Little Yellow by Leo Leoni

· Mouse Paint by Ellen Stoll Walsh

· Digital image of Jim Jones painting “Juniper Tree”
· Digital image of Seurat painting “Landscape”
· Digital image of Emily Chaney painting “Park City Barn”
· Digital image of Monet painting “The Garden”
· 9x12 drawing paper

· Crayons

Student Materials:

· 1 sheet 9x12 drawing paper per student

· Crayons

Process: (This discussion and activity will need to be tailored according to grade level.  Kindergarten staying to standard colors, 2-3 working more toward secondary colors and using the color wheel to find best colors)

Introduction: Group Discussion 
Read students the book “A Color of His Own” by Leo Leoni (or other book on colors).

Discuss the changes in the color.  
Show students the digital images.  Have students identify the colors of the trees in each painting.  Ask students if the artist used only one color to create each tree.  Have students look closely at the green in each painting.  Ask them to see if they can search hard and find another color besides green. 

Show students the pages in “A Color of His Own”.  Point out the green/brown and yellow on the orange leaf; the red on his body on the green page, etc.

Tell students that artists don’t always use just one color.  They use “tricks” with color to make things look more real.

Demonstration

Show students how to draw a shaded tree using complimentary and analogous colors using the following procedure.

This demonstration can be done along with the discussion as you point out each of the color ideas.  

See enclosed example of the stages of the drawing.

1. Draw a simple tree on your paper

2. Color the tree using only brown and green

3. Ask students if it looks like a tree 

4. Compare your tree to one of the trees one of the paintings

a. Does it look as real?

b. How are they the same?

c. How are they different?

5. Begin to add more color to your tree and discuss the difference it is making as you go.

6. Finish the drawing by adding background, middle ground, and foreground to the scene.

Tree Shapes (Optional)

In the lesson “COMMUNITIES AND TOWNS: Trees: Drawing Techniques” there are several examples of tree shapes.  You could introduce your students to these tree shapes for this lesson, or teach that lesson prior to this one and refer students back to those tree shapes.
Drawing Trees
1. Have students follow along as you repeat the steps for drawing a tree adding extra colors to the green and brown.

2. Have students draw a complete picture including background, middle ground, foreground, and a tree.  

3. Monitor students to make sure they are drawing appropriate elements for each pictures.

4. Optional – have students use additional colors in the other elements of their picture to make them look more real as well.

Closure – Story Telling

Have students talk about their drawings in front of the class or in small groups.  Have students make up a story about what’s happening in their picture, or describe the elements they chose to include in their picture.

Revisit the paintings introduced at the beginning of the lesson. Have students compare their drawings to the paintings.

· How is it the same?

· How is it different?

· How did Jim Jones create his tree?

· How did you create your tree?

· Etc.
