Silhouette Landscape

Part 2 of 3: Watercolor Wash

Objective: 
Art Standard 1:  Students will assemble and create works of art by experiencing a variety of art media and by learning the art elements and principles.
Objective 1:  Explore a variety of art media, techniques, and processes.
Art Standard 2: The student will analyze, reflect on, and apply the structures of art.

Objective 1:  Analyze and reflect on works of art by their elements and principles.

   2. Examine significant works of art and point out how the artists have created an illusion or feeling of depth.

Objective 2:  Create works of art using the elements and principles.

   1. Identify dominant elements in significant works of art.

   2. Group some significant works of art by a common element or visual characteristic.

   3. Discover how an artist has thoughtfully used all of the space within an artwork.

   4. Create a work of art that uses all of the space on the paper.

   5. Create a work of art that uses contrast to create a focal point. Use that to convey the most important idea or part of the work.

Teaching Materials:

· Digital image of Jim Jones painting “Yellow Sunset”
· Other landscape images available through your library or art resources that show good examples of colorful skies
· Supplies for a demonstration: 
· 8 1/2 x 11 watercolor paper (any white paper 80 lbs. or above), 
· Watercolor paints, 
· Pencil, 
· Pink Pearl® or White Pearl® eraser, 
· Brush (size 12, or 5/8 in. wide bristles), 
· Water
· Examples of the project at 3 different stages: underdrawing, wash, and completed painting


Student Materials:

· Underdrawings from previous lesson

· Watercolor paints

· Brush (size 12, or 5/8 in. if possible)

· Water

Process:
Introduction: Group Discussion
Display the Jim Jones landscape to students. Ask them to describe the sky.  Explain that they will be using watercolors to make the sky for their paintings.

Show another example of a landscape.  Have students describe the sky.

Demonstration

Demonstrate a watercolor wash.  Show them several examples AND non-examples.  Use too much water, not enough water, too much dry space between strokes, etc.  Also show them several good examples using several different colors.

1) Decide what colors you would like to use. Add some water to these colors and work it into the paint. But don’t paint on the paper yet!

2) Use your wide brush to thinly paint clear, clean water over the entire area of your paper ABOVE the horizon line. No puddles—demonstrate how to gently dab up puddles with a clean paper towel—no scrubbing.

3) Talk about your color choices to make a bright, beautiful sky. Use your brush to add your first color of paint to the paper. Watch how the paint spreads, then add the rest of the colors next to but NOT ON TOP OF the first color. Resist the temptation to paint over what you have already done.

4) When you are finished painting, PUT DOWN THE BRUSH. Pick up your painting and gently tip it from side to side just once or twice, allowing the colors to blend even more.


Show the other examples of landscapes and have students identify skills the artist might have used to create the sky.

Watercolor Wash Activity
Pass out underdrawings and pencils first so that students can evaluate their work and make any changes. Discourage vigorous erasing as it will damage the paper fibers.

When students have all their painting supplies, lead them through the process of a watercolor wash step-by-step, then have them immediately put their paintings in a drying rack.

