Silhouette Landscape

Part 3 of 3: Silhouette Skyline

Objective: 
Art Standard 1:  Students will assemble and create works of art by experiencing a variety of art media and by learning the art elements and principles.
Objective 1:  Explore a variety of art media, techniques, and processes.
Art Standard 2: The student will analyze, reflect on, and apply the structures of art.

Objective 1:  Analyze and reflect on works of art by their elements and principles.

   2. Examine significant works of art and point out how the artists have created an illusion or feeling of depth.

Objective 2:  Create works of art using the elements and principles.

   1. Identify dominant elements in significant works of art.

   2. Group some significant works of art by a common element or visual characteristic.

   3. Discover how an artist has thoughtfully used all of the space within an artwork.

   4. Create a work of art that uses all of the space on the paper.

   5. Create a work of art that uses contrast to create a focal point. 

Teaching Materials:

· Digital image of Jim Jones painting “South Mountain”
· Other landscape images available through your library or art resources that show silhouettes
· Supplies for a demonstration: 
· Watercolor paints, 
· Pencil, 
· Brush from watercolor set 
· Water
· Paper towel

· Your water color wash from lesson 2

· Examples of the project at 3 different stages: underdrawing, wash, and completed painting
· Flashlight

· Solid objects (ball, book, stapler, etc.)


Student Materials:

· Watercolor wash from previous lesson

· Watercolor paints

· Brush from paint box
· Water
· Paper towel

Process:

Introduction: Group Discussion
Display the Jim Jones landscape “South Mountain” to students. Ask them to describe the darkest part of the painting.  Ask why it is so dark.  Help students determine that there is little light in that area compared to the brighter light in other areas.

Show another example of a silhouette.  Ask how it might be made.

Demonstration

Turn out the lights in the classroom and use your flashlight to illuminate a bare piece of wall. Hold two objects just in front of the flashlight. Demonstrate that silhouettes can be detailed by juxtaposing the solid silhouette of one object with the detailed silhouette of another. Do the same with two other objects.

Don’t rush through the concept of silhouette. Encourage students to think about what makes an interesting silhouette. Have your detailed drawing of a horizon completed and ready to paint.

Watercolor Wash Activity
Pass out underdrawings and pencils first so that students can evaluate their work and make any changes. Discourage vigorous erasing as it will damage the paper fibers.

When students have all their painting supplies, lead them through the process of a watercolor wash step-by-step, then have them immediately put their paintings in a drying rack.

Silhouette Painting Demonstration
Gather students in the same manner as with the watercolor wash demonstration. Give a running commentary of every step and decision you make.

1) Show children your light drawing of the horizon details.


2) Add just enough water to moisten the black paint. This is NOT a wash—do not wet the paper! Demonstrate how to blot excess water by dabbing your brush on a paper towel.
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3) Beginning with the detail highest on the page, paint your silhouette of your horizon black.
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4) Move down the painting slowly, filling in the rest of your silhouette.
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5) Move painting aside to dry.
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Silhouette Painting Activity
Pass out each child’s dried watercolor wash and a pencil for drawing in the horizon details.

Set-up for watercolor painting as before. (Or you may choose to have watercolor painting stations that students go to paint when they are ready).

Allow paintings to dry in a rack. When they are completely dry you may need to flatten them under some heavy books. Students can mount them on colored construction paper, title and sign them for display.

