Sketchbook Drawings

Objective: 

Art Standard 2 (Perceiving): The student will analyze, reflect on, and apply the structures of art.

Objective 1:  Create works of art using the elements and principles.

   1. Identify dominant elements in significant works of art.

   2. Group some significant works of art by a common element or visual characteristic.

   3. Discover how an artist has thoughtfully used all of the space within an artwork.

   4. Create a work of art that uses all of the space on the paper.

   5. Create a work of art that uses contrast to create a focal point. Use that to convey the most important idea or part of the work.

Teaching Materials:

· Digital image of Jim Jones painting “Oak Creek Canyon”
· Other landscape images available through your library or art resources

· Teacher’s premade sketchbook 
Student Materials:

· Pencil

· Premade sketchbook

Process:
Introduction: Group Discussion
Discuss the landscape art that students have seen so far in previous lessons.  Have students define a “landscape”.  

Tailoring the discussion to your grade level, ask students if there are landscapes close to them.  

· Are they inside or outside?

· Are they close or far?

· Is everything nature or can there be man-made objects?

· Is it always a large area or could it be a zoomed in view?

· Does the artist always include everything they see or do they sometimes edit out certain parts?

Tell students that they will be going on a nature walk.  Have them bring their viewfinder (if they have completed that lesson, or have them make the viewfinders from the lesson “Silhouette Landscape” for this activity)

Nature Walk

Take students to a pre-chosen area where they can see as much of the natural scenery as possible.  As you are walking, talk about what you see as you go and what would make a nice landscape drawing.  Even though they won’t be making a drawing of a particular spot on the way, they can begin to be focusing their minds on looking for landscapes and compositions.

Using the sketchbooks

When you arrive at your destination have students gather for a mini lesson.  Remind students about drawing elements such as composition, dominance, line, rhythm, etc.   Explain to them that they will be making a plen air drawing. 

Help students understand that because this is a sketch and not a drawing, attention should be given to exploring ideas that can be expressed later in a more finished piece of work.  
After the discussion allow students to spread out and use their viewfinder to locate a good composition.  Allow students plenty of time to finish a good sketch.  Early finishers can add more detail to their drawings &/or make another sketch.  Expect everyone to keep a level of quietness that shows respect to the artists who are still working.

Closure

Depending on the time allowed, have individuals show their drawings to the class, or group students and have them discuss their drawings in a smaller setting.

Because this was a sketch and not a drawing, attention should be given to the ideas that are expressed in the sketches more than what looks like a finished piece of work.  

Allow the artist to talk about their ideas for a finished piece of work.  Have them tell what in their drawing works for them and what they would omit or change in a finished piece.

Have peers ask questions about any elements in the drawing that makes them curious.  Allow them to offer compliments, but this not a formal critique.

Depending on your schedule, at a later class period, students could be given the opportunity to turn their sketch into a complete work of art.  

Remind students often to use their sketchbook before starting any drawing.  Help them get used to sketching daily in order to help them become more fluent artists.
