Watercolor Landscapes 

Part 1 of 3 - Underdrawings


Objective: 

Standard 1(Making): Students will assemble and create works of art by experiencing a variety of art media and by learning the art elements and principles.
Objective 1:  Create works of art using the elements and principles.
Standard 2(Perceiving): Students will find meaning by analyzing, criticizing, and evaluating works of art.
Objective 1: Critique works of art.
Teaching Materials:

· Digital image of Jim Jones painting “Mt. Kinesava”
· Other watercolor landscape images available through your library or art resources (internet, magazines, etc.)
· Teacher example of the various stages and completed watercolor landscape project

Student Materials:

· 2 pieces 9x12 watercolor paper
· Scratch paper

· Sketching pencil

· Eraser
Process:
Introduction: Group Discussion
Discuss the landscape painting “Mt. Kinesava” by Jim Jones.

· Discuss the landscape art that students have seen so far in previous lessons.  Discuss landscape as a genre in art.

· Tell students they will be using watercolors to create a watercolor landscape. Show students other watercolor landscape images available through your library or art resources. 
· Compare watercolor paints and other media. 
Thumbnail Sketches 
First have students practice drawing landscapes.

· If students have made a sketchbook, have them use that to draw at least four sketches of a possible landscape painting.

· If students have completed the lesson “Sketchbook Drawings” they may use their sketches from the nature walk as resources.

· Have students look at landscapes from resources you have gathered from your library or other art resources.

· Remind students to include a background (sky), middle ground (mountains, hills…) and a foreground (trees, rocks)

· When finished, have students gather in peer groups to give and receive feedback on their thumbnail sketches.  Have peers recommend a thumbnail for the final piece.

· Remind students that as the artist they have final say.  They can choose to go with the peer choice, or they can go with a different sketch if they want, but it must be from one of the thumbnail drawings.

Underdrawing

On watercolor paper, show students how to draw very lightly to create an underdrawing. 
· Remind students that watercolor paints are often transparent and dark pencil lines will show through.
· Demonstrate how you leave out most of the detail from your underdrawing.  Assure them that they will use the details from their thumbnail sketch as a reference as they paint, but they don’t want the pencil marks on the paper.
· Remind students that erasing can damage the paper so they need to be mindful and purposeful in each line they put on the paper.
Closure

Depending on the time allowed, have individuals show their drawings to the class, or group students and have them discuss their drawings in a smaller setting.

Have discussions focus on composition.  If this drawing is not working as a composition at this point, it will not make a good painting later.  Allow students to choose to start again if you agree that the composition is poor.

Allow the artist to talk about their ideas for the finished piece of work. 

Have peers ask questions about any elements in the drawing that makes them curious.  Allow them to offer compliments, and suggestions.  Remind them that as the artist they are the ones responsible to make the final decisions.

