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Shipwrecked Twins Take the Engelstad Stage in Twelfth Night
Written by Lola Taylor
Southern Utah University, Cedar City, Utah: SUU College of Performing and Visual Arts’
Theatre Arts & Dance Department will present William Shakespeare’s comedy Twelfth Night on
September 29, 30, October 1, 3, 7, 2016 at 7:30 pm at the Engelstad Shakespeare Theatre.
While many are familiar with Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night, the show’s director and Professor of
Theatre Arts at SUU, Richard Bugg, wanted to give it a little flair, setting the story in the
Caribbean islands. When asked why, Bugg said, “Our production of Twelfth Night is a
celebration of life and love. I spent a short time living on a Caribbean island and I fondly
remember the relaxed love for life that the people had. Life’s trials were just as prevalent for
them as everyone else, but those trials didn’t stop them from taking joy in their surroundings and
the people that they love.”
Since Twelfth Night is one of Shakespeare’s most musical scripts, Trent Dahlin, a student at
SUU, came on board to compose the Caribbean-inspired music for Twelfth Night. Alec TerBerg,
who plays Feste in the production, said, “When I got cast as Feste I was really hoping to find
someone to bring Shakespeare’s lyrics to life through Rick’s Caribbean concept. When I found
out that Trent Dahlin was writing the music I was able to have a deep sigh of relief. Trent’s
music takes this play and ties it up in a big beautiful bow. He was able to take the sounds and
style of this time period and location and give it his own sound.”
When asked about being cast as Viola, Lauren Paige Hoover said, “The gift I was given of being
cast was once in a lifetime. Not only is Viola a dream role and inspiration to me, but playing her
has been the most challenging and rewarding experience I’ve had at SUU. This show is a treat
and should be experienced by all people. Rick Bugg is a talented director and so is the rest of
the cast.”
Maree Williams, the assistant director for Twelfth Night, said, “Together we’ve discovered an
exciting story within the play. As the music lifts the audience and our characters tell their story,
our Caribbean Twelfth Night inspires a different life than we have right here. We hope to share
all our joy with you, as it has been a fun and rewarding experience for us.”

Twelfth Night is a story of twins, Viola and Sebastian, who are separated during a terrible storm
that shipwrecks their vessel. Fearing her brother has been lost at sea, Viola dresses as a man
and takes on Sebastian’s identity so she may earn a living for herself. A comedy of errors
ensues as Viola, dressed as Sebastian, finds herself the unwilling messenger of her master
Duke Orsino’s proclamations of love to the widow Olivia. Unfortunately, Viola has fallen in love
with Orsino, but must maintain her role as the dutiful manservant. To make matters worse,
Olivia takes a fancy to Viola as Sebastian and refuses Orsino’s suit.
Henry Ballesteros, who plays Sir Toby Belch, said, “I feel like our Twelfth Night has a lot more
hope than other versions you will see. You’ll have a good time, you’ll laugh, and really enjoy the
hard work that everyone has put into our production.” Come to the show and see how it
unravels for yourself!
About the College of Performing and Visual Arts
The Southern Utah University College of Performing and Visual Arts is comprised of nationally
accredited departments of Art and Design, Music, and Dance. The College also offers programs
in Theatre Arts, graduate programs in Arts Administration and Music, as well as a Center for
Shakespeare Studies. The College offers 16 different degree areas, including liberal arts
Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science degrees; professional Bachelor of Music and Bachelor
of Fine Arts in art and theatre degrees; and Master of Fine Arts in Arts Administration, Master of
Arts in Arts Administration, Master of Music Education and Master of Music in Music Technology
graduate degrees. More than 60 full- and part-time faculty and staff are engaged in teaching
and mentoring nearly 600 majors in the College. Over 1,100 students enroll each year in over
195 arts classes on the SUU campus. The College presents over 100 performances, lectures,
presentations, and exhibitions each year. The College’s affiliate organizations include the
Southern Utah Museum of Art (SUMA), Utah Shakespeare Festival and SUU’s Ballroom Dance
Company. For more information about the College of Performing and Visual Arts, visit
www.suu.edu/pva.
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What:

SUU College of Performing and Visual Arts’ Theatre Arts & Dance Department
will present William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night on September 29, 30, October
1, 3, 7, 2016 at 7:30 pm at the Engelstad Shakespeare Theatre.

Who:

Southern Utah University, Department of Theatre Arts & Dance

When:

September 29, 30, October 1, 3, 7, 2016

Time:

7:30 pm

Where:

Engelstad Shakespeare Theatre, 200 W College Ave, Cedar City, Utah

Tickets:

$10 for adults, $8 for alumni with card, and $5 for youth. SUU faculty,

staff, and students can get in free with a valid ID card.
Info:

Visit www.suu.edu/pva for more information
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