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Southern Utah University, Cedar City, Utah: The SUU Department of Music will team up with 
high school students throughout the region to perform the SUU High School Honor Orchestra 
Concert. This concert will be held on Saturday, September 22, 2018, in the Heritage Center 
Theater at 5 p.m. and is free and open to the public. Dr Christian Bohnenstengel, who serves as 
the Director of Keyboard Studies at SUU, will be featured as a guest soloist.  
 
High school students, nominated by their directors participate in an outstanding 
opportunity to rehearse and perform with the SUU Symphony Orchestra. The students 
then study high quality orchestral works under the direction of Dr. Xun Sun, Director of 
Orchestral Activities at SUU. Their hard work culminates in the final concert. Works 
performed will include, Beethoven’s Coriolan Overture, op. 62, Franz Liszt’s “Piano 
Concerto No. 1, 1st Movement”, and Shostakovich’s “Symphony No. 5, 4th Movement”.  
 
Dr. Sun, Director of Orchestral Activities at SUU, says, "Music is a universal language. It 
addresses concerns about human feeling, emotion, thoughts, and how we sense the 
world. Music communicates hope for people. Symphonic music has its own unique artistic 
format and power to express those feelings, emotions, and thoughts. It is important for 
people, no matter who they are, to learn and understand this language. SUU provides this 
specific opportunity to teach high school and college students this musical language and 
to share their vision of the future." 
 
Dr. Christian Bohnenstengel earned his Master of Music and Doctor of Musical Arts 
degrees from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. He has performed on public radio and 
presented at state, regional, national and international conferences. Dr. Bohnenstengel is 
a founding member of Southern Utah University’s Faculty Jazz Combo Kind of Blue and 
frequently performs with Jazz ensembles and musicians throughout southern Utah. His 
performances have taken him all over the United States, South America and Europe. 
 
Celebrate the language of music at the SUU High School Honor Orchestra Concert with high 
school and college students from the region. For more information, please visit 
www.suu.edu/pva/music.  
 
About the College of Performing and Visual Arts 
The College of Performing and Visual Arts (CPVA) at Southern Utah University comprises 26 
academic programs including liberal arts (BA/BS) and professional (BFA, BM) degrees in art, 



design, dance, music and theatre. It includes graduate programs in the fields of arts 
administration (MFA, MA), music education (MME), and music technology (MM). More than 60 
full-time faculty and staff are engaged in teaching and mentoring nearly 700 majors in the 
College. CPVA presents over 100 performances, lectures, presentations, and exhibitions each 
year and is affiliated with the Southern Utah Museum of Art (SUMA), Utah Shakespeare 
Festival, and the Center for Shakespeare Studies. Southern Utah University is an accredited 
member of the National Association of Schools of Art & Design (NASAD), National Association 
of Schools of Dance (NASD), and the National Association of Schools of Music (NASM). For 
more information about the College of Performing and Visual Arts, visit www.suu.edu/pva.  
 
For Calendar Editors: The Language of Music Brings Southern Utah Together 
 
What:  The SUU Department of Music will team up with high school students throughout 

the region to perform the SUU High School Honor Orchestra Concert. This 
concert will be held on Saturday, September 22, 2018, in the Heritage Center 
Theater at 5 p.m. and is free and open to the public. Dr Christian Bohnenstengel, 
who serves as the Director of Keyboard Studies at SUU, will be featured as a 
guest soloist. 

 
Who:  Regional high school students, SUU Symphony Orchestra, Department of Music  
 
When:  Saturday, September 22, 2018 
 
Time:  5 p.m. 
 
Where: Heritage Center Theater, 105 N 100 E, Cedar City, Utah 84720 
 
Tickets: Free admission 
 
Info:  For more information, please visit www.suu.edu/pva.  
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